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Letter to Our Members: 

So many people helped in gathering the material for 
this first issue of the IZARD COUNTY HISTORIAN 
that it would be impossible to mention them all. I am 
truly grateful to everyone who answered my questions, 
letters, gave me leads, ideas, and moral support. A 
special thanks must go to the officers of the Independ­
ence County Historical Society who supported our ef­
forts to organize our society and gave us much needed 
advice. 

Our society must be a cooperative effort in order to 
be successful. We hope that many minds and hands 
will combine to make future issues of the IZARD 
COUNTY HISTORIAN an outstanding publication. 
Our success will be your success and through your co­
operation we will achieve our ultimate goal which is 
to preserve our history for future generations yet un­
born. 

Izard County is rich in historical treasure. In future 
issues, we hope to dig deep into that treasure trove 
and publish stories on a wide variety of subjects. These 
will include articles on communities, families, indust­
ries, individuals, transporation, etc. 

We will always do our best to separate fact from 
fiction and will reserve the right to edit any manu­
scripts submitted to us. 

Your Editor 
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The Trimble Family - Izard County Pioneers 

The old Trimble house, the Trimble Campground 
Church and the Trimble Cemetery are landmarks at 
Dolph but until recently little was known about 
the family or their origin. The last member of the 
family carrying the Trimble name left Izard county 
some time between 1865 and 1868. W. M. Gentry in 
his history of North Izard County describes the move. 
“Uz Finley with W. L. Avlor, Steve Wayland and John 
Newton Trimble moved from Izard County and bought 
White River bottom land farms. Avlor, Wayland and 
Finley’s farms were just below Bull Shoals Dam and 
Trimble’s farm about one mile above.” This general 
area later became known as Trimble Flats and is now 
Lakeview. W. M. Gentry taught school at Trimble 
Flats in 1897. 

John Newton Trimble was a son of James Finis 
Trimble who arrived in Arkansas from Kentucky in 
1811 at the age of 21. He first settled on Strawberry 
Creek but soon afterwards acquired a large tract of 
land at what is now known as Dolph. James Finis 
married Phoebe G. Walker there in 1815. James was 
descended from one of five Trimble brothers who came 
to America from Ireland between 1740 and 1744. They 
were linen merchants and made business trips back 
and forth across the Atlantic before settling in 
the new country. Some settled in Virginia, some in 
Pennsylvania. James’ father settled in Virginia, in 
what is Augusta County today and it was there 
that he was born on October 20, 1790. Soon after his 
birth, the family migrated to Kentucky. 

Ten children were born to James and Phoebe, six 
girls and four boys. The boys were, John Newton, who 
was born on April 14, 1827; (This was the only child 
whose birth date was verified) James, who reared a 
family in or near Willow Springs, Mo.; Finis who rear­
ed a family in Texas; and Jasper, who died unmarried. 
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The six sisters were: Harriet, who married a Wren, 
then a Black and a Criswell (or Creswell). Dr. Cres­
well of Calico Rock was a son; Netty, who married a 
McMillian; Sally married a Henderson; Jane married 
a McNeill and had two sons, James and Bill. James 
McNeill reared a large family in Baxter County and 
Bill McNei1l reared a family in or near Iuka. Jane 
later married “Uncle” Billy Swan; Matilda married 
a Hall and had two sons Ewing, a Presbyterian minist­
er, and Bill (Dr. Billy Hall). Both Ewing and Dr. Billy 
Hall reared large families in this area and there are 
many of their decendants still living here. 

James Finis Trimble died on September 8, 1865 at 
his home at Dolph. Phoebe died at their daughter, Jane 
Trimble Swan's home in 1870. They both are buried at 
the Campground Cemetery. (Phoebe's name is some-
times spelled Phebe as in the following church deed.) 

Trimble Campground Church is built on the site of the old campgrounds. 
The Campground cemetery, where many of our early settlers are buried 
is located on a high, wooded hill above the church. 
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The following deed was recorded in 1858. Because 
of the destruction of our county records by fire, it was 
re-recorded on August 31, 1909. 

Know all men by these presents, that we, James Trimble and Phebe 
G Trimble, his wife, of the County of Izard and State of Arkansas for 
and in consideration of the feeling and affection we have to the cause 
of Christ, especially for the success of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church we have this day given, granted and conveyed and do by these 
presents give, grant and convey unto Eli Barton, John N. Trimble and 
Robert D. Scott as Trustees of Union Congregation of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church and to their successors in office as elected by 
said congregation hence forward forever the following described parcel 
of land situated in the County of Izard and State of Arkansas. and 
more particularly described as follows to wit. Lot No. 2 of S. W. f1 qr. 
of section No. 18 Township No. 18 N of Range No. 10 W containing one 
hundred and seven acres and twenty-eight hundredths more or less to 
have and to hold the above granted premises to the said Eli Barton, 
John N. Trimble and Robert D. Scott, Trustees in the above named 
Congregation of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church for the sale, use, 
benefit, and advantage of the said Church with the exclusive privilege 
to occupy, control and manage for said church purposes and benefit 
and the said Trustees, and their successors are hereby warranted in 
the absolute and general control of the same hereby granting that the 
said premises are free from incumbrances and that we will our heirs and 
executors and administrators shall defend the title hereby conveyed to 
the said trustees and their successors in office forever against all law­
ful encroachments. In testimony of which we have hereunto set our 
hands and seals this 1st day of March, A. D. 1858 

Attest E. C. Bone James Trimble (seal) 

B. F. Wall Phebe G. Trimble (seal) 

Eli Barton, one of the Trustees named, was the cir­
cuit rider who conducted revivals at the Campground. 
He made the following terse statement in his report 
to the Presbytery in 1858, “Everything satisfactory.” 
The church organization was known as the Union 
Congregation of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
but it was popularly known as Trimble Campground 
Church. Even after the erection of a church building 
on the site in 1910. people continued to use the popular 
name. At a recent meeting of the Presbytery, the name 
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“Campground Church” was made the official name. 
W. M. Gentry, in his history, recalled that it was one 

of the few places where people really camped during 
Revival Meeting time. “There were two sets of log 
cabins in the early days. One set north of the present 
church site where part of the Perryman families, the 
Dave Hudson family and the Bob Campbell family 
camped. South and a little east of the present church 
house were the cabins used by the McCoy and the 
James and John Perryman families.” 

“In appearance, an old-time campground resembled 
a small village. The meetin’ arbor was a crude affair, 
built so as to keep out the sun and rain and the sides 
were always open. All about the arbor were scattered 
the tents or shacks where the people lived. Every fam­
ily had its own living quarters. Sometimes these shacks 
were rather small for the number living therein, but 
that made no difference, a ‘pallet’ could be made on 
the floor for the children. The ‘pallets’ were filled with 
straw, leaves or other bedding material.” 1 

These revival meetings at the Trimble Campgrounds 
were usually held during “laying by time” the end of 
cultivating crops and “gathering time”, or harvest. 
Whole families came from miles around by every sort 
of conveyance from ox cart to horseback. 

Some brought cows, chickens, and “fattening hogs”. 
Each year, Capt. Matthews of Pineville donated a beef 
which was butchered and cooked on the grounds. A 
spring house was built to chill the meat, eggs, and milk 
for the huge crowds. One of the factors contributing 
to the popularity of the campgrounds may have been 
the many springs. There were at least ten springs on 
Trimble’s farm. Five of them were all weather springs. 
The large spring in front of the church was usually 
damned up and water allowed to rise up in the creek 
for those who desired baptism by immersion. 

1. Commercial Appeal, Aug. 26, 1935, by Paul T. Wayland 
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“Uncle Dave Hudson was an Elder in the Camp-
ground Church and the Patriarch of the Hudsons of Iz­
ard County today,” wrote W. M. Gentry in his History 
of North Izard County. “His son, W. R. Hudson, or 
Bob as he was called, became a Presbyterian preacher 
noted for his oratory He could preach a sermon which 
we thought equal to Dwight L. Moody or DeWitt 
Talmadge. Bob’s father was a real old fashioned 
AMEN Elder. Rev. Young Whitfeld’s father, Uncle 
Allen Whitfield, could match Uncle Dave with his 
AMENS. When some preacher happened to get going 
strong in an evangelical way you could hear their 
AMENS all over the house unless they were drowned 
out by the shouts of some of our good sisters of that 
day.” 

The Trimble house as it appears today. The present owner, Claude 
Russell, removed the long front porch, replacing it with a smaller one, 
reinforced the foundation, and made many minor repairs in an at-
tempt to preserve this northwest Izard County landmark. Picture 
courtesy of Helen Lindley 

For many years, the old house was obscured from 
view by underbrush but last year the present owner of 
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the farm, Claude Russell, decided to clear out the 
brush and partially restore the house. This brought 
about renewed interest in the history of the family and 
was given further impetus last summer by a visit from 
a great grand daughter and granddaughter of James 
Finis Trimble. A great grandson, Hoy B. Trimble, of 
Yuba City, California, wrote “None of us knew the old 
Trimble house was still there at Dolph until this last 
Memorial Day when my sister, Neva, took Aunt 
Martha (Caldwell) there to try to find the Camp-
ground Cemetery and they found the old house still 
standing. This has been a very rewarding year for we 
Trimbles. We just had our first family reunion.’ 

Another granddaughter, Matilda Trimble Holder, 
(charter member of the society) visited the old home 
in 1900 or 1901 when a Mr. Welch owned the property. 
She believes that her grandfather built the house be-
fore or soon after his marriage. In any event, it is 
probably the oldest structure still standing in Izard 
County. Several people in their late eighties say it was 
always considered a very old house even when they 
were children. 

The original structure was built of hand hewn logs 
in the pioneer fashion. It was of square construction 20 
by 20 feet with an “upstairs”. During the years, 
changes and additions were made including a leanto 
kitchen and weatherboard siding. A metal roof was 
added some time in the 1900’s. This house was 
occupied almost continuously until the late 1930’s. 

JOHN NEWTON  TRIMBLE 

John Newton Trimble raised two families at Trimble 
Flats. His first wife was Mary Cooper of Izard County. 
They had six children, three sons and three daughters, 
but only two sons lived to have families. They were 
Allan Cooper Trimble and James MeGregor Trimble. 

John Newton’s second wife was a widow, Sarah 
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Elizabeth Hunt Cole of Izard County. They had four 
children, three daughters and one son. Mary Eliza­
beth Trimble McNeil (later Burt, and now deceased); 
Martha Jane Caldwell, now eighty-seven years of age 
and living at Arlington, Texas; Matilda Josephine 
Trimble Holder, now eighty-five years of age and 
also living in Arlington, Texas. John Buchanan Trim­
ble, deceased. All four of these children lived to have 
families. 

The following record of John Newton’s mi1itary 
service was furnished by his daughter. Matilda. “John 
Newton Trimble served in two wars, the Mexican and 
Civil War. In the Mexican War, he joined the Arkan­
sas Volunteers while he was still in his teens. He was 
in the Battle of Buena Vista. He also served under 
General Zachary Taylor and well remembered the 
General on his favorite war horse, “Whitey”. When 
the gallant Arkansas Colonel Archibald Yell fell in 
battle, John Trimble helped carry his body onto the 
boat Vera Cruz for the return trip and off again at 
New Orleans.” 

His service in the Civil War was on the side of the 
Confederacy as a 1st Lieutenant in Company A. Ford’s 
Battalion. Missouri Cavalry Regiment C.L.A. He ser­
ved his church as an Elder for sixty years and was an 
active member of the Masonic Order most of his life. 
He died at the home of his daughter Matilda, in Har­
rison, Arkansas. on March 23, 1915 at the age of 
eighty-seven, and is buried in Harrison. 

DID YOU KNOW? Tobacco was a crop grown in our county which 
once competed with the “shoetop cotton” of the mountain districts. In 
1860, Izard County produced about 200,000 pounds.” 
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Copy of a portion of a marriage license issued on January 8th 1812 
at Blount county courthouse in Maryville, Tenn., by John P. Houston who 
was county clerk. In 1825 He became first clerk of Izard County. 

Izard County’s First Clerk 
By Helen C. Lindley 

John P. Houston, brother of Sam Houston, President 
of the Republic of Texas, was commissioned first clerk 
of the newly formed County of Izard in 1825, recom­
missioned on July 23, 1827. On February 15, 1830, he 
was commissioned as C1erk of the Circuit Court, re-
commissioned again on September 1l, 1833 and Aug­
ust 6. 1835. He was again commissioned clerk of Iz­
ard County on January 23, 1836 serving in that 
position until 1838. l 

He was undoubtedly the most colorful character 
ever to serve as an official of Izard County. Augustus 
C. Jeffery, in his history of the White River Valley 
written in 1877 gives the following description. “He 
was a bachelor, educated, and a man of extensive 
reading and strong intellect, amply qualified to occupy 
the highest position in the United States had he not 
been shipwrecked by drunkenness. He played an 
important part in putting the new county of Izard in 

1. Territorial Papers of the United States. Executive Register for 
the Arkansas Territory. Vol XIX Page 833. 
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running order; he held the office until he killed him-
self drinking at Athens. 

“John P. Houston was a very large man, weighing 
over 200 pounds, very slow motioned, and seemed to 
spend a great deal of his time in thinking about killing 
somebody or keeping someone from killing him. He 
usually had his office arranged with his business table 
in the middle of the floor and sat behind it, and at his 
back a smaller table with every kind of weapon ar­
ranged on it, consisting of bowie knives, dirks, pistols, 
etc., of the finest quality. He was said to have one 
bowie knife costing 15 dollars and a dirk costing 5 
dollars he was thought to have had the nerve to use 
them. On one occasion at Liberty he had an affray with 
Jess Everett. Jess was a tall active man, weighing 180 
or 190 pounds and good grit as lived: the ‘dam lie’ 
passed between him and Houston when Houston 
reached back for his bowie and came around the table’ 
to Jess when Jess knocked him flat on the floor and 
his knife flew out of his hand. He crawled back to his 
table, got another and came aqain when Jess Everett 
leveled him with a chair on the floor again. By this 
time other parties interfered and stopped it. 

“On another occasion at Athens he and Daniel 
Jeffery, then sheriff of Izard county were about to 
come together with weapons but were prevented, at 
which Daniel Jeffery called him an ‘infamous Atheist.’ 
This epithet was the foundation for a suit for slander 
in the court in which John P. Houston recovered noth­
ing for damages. About the last of his career in Izard, 
Sam Houston was creating a great excitement in Tex­
as. John P. Houston used to say he had two more 
journeys to make: one was to go to Texas to kill old 
Sam Houston, and the other was to go to Heaven. We 
have no account of his having made either of these 
journeys. Like Alexander the Great, in one respect at 
least he died drunk.” 
Continued on page 14 
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TERRITORIAL PAPERS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Executive Register for the Arkansas Territory October 19, 1836 
1 

County of Izard (Magistrates) 

Date of Com. 

1826 Jan. 1 

1827 July 23 

1827 Oct. 15 

1827 Oct. 15 

1827 Oct. 15 

1827 Oct. 15 

1827 Oct. 15 

1827 Oct. 15 

1828 March 17 

1828 March 17 

1829 Oct. 16 

1829 Oct. 16 

1829 Oct. 16 

Names 

James Harris 

John P. Houston 

Robert Livingston 

William Woods 

John P. Houston 

James Harris 

Stephen Duggins 

Jehoida Jeffery 

Ewing Hogan 

Simeon Talburt 

Jehoida Jeffery 

John P. Houston 

James Harris 

County of Izard - Sheriffs 

Date of Commission Who Commissioned 

1825 Nov. 13 John Adams 

1827 Oct. 16 John Adams 

1829 Oct. 16 John Adams 

Clerks 

1825 John P. Houston 

1827 July 23 John P. Houston 

Name of Township 


South Fork 


North Fork 


North Fork 


North Fork 


North Fork 


South Fork 


Sugar Loaf 


WhiteRiver 


Sugar Loaf 


North Fork 


WhiteRiver 


North Fork 


South Fork 


In whose place 


Reappointed 


Reappointed 


Recommissioned 


The record of civil appointments is predicated on a microcopy of the original manu­

script volume kept by the successive secretaries of the Arkansas Territory, now found 

in the office of the Secretary of State of Arkansas. The original manuscript was hand-

written and often difficult to decipher. Jehoida Jefferys name appears in most instan­

ces in the Territorial Papers as Ichoida Jeffery. 

We have some information on Jehoida Jeffery and John P. Houston but would like 

information on our first sheriff, John Adams, and the other magistrates. Anyone hav­

ing this information is invited to contact the editor. 

1. Arkansas Territorial Papers Vol. XIX Page 833 

Comment
Originally, this page was printed as a double-page center section. It has been presented here as a single page for better viewing. The page number shown on the next page is correct. No pages are missing.



The picture of John Houston as painted by our 
local historians is far different from earlier historical 
records of his position as head of the Houston family. 

John Houston was the second son of Samuel and 
Elizabeth Houston. His father was a captain in 
Morgan’s Rifle Brigade, the most celebrated corps in 
the Continental Army. When his father died, Captain 
Houston inherited the family estate at Timber Ridge, 
Virginia married Elizabeth, a daughter of Squire John 
Paxton, one of Rockbridge County’s richest men. 

John’s father preferred the military life to that of a 
planter and Timber Ridge was feeling the effect of a 
military career. The cash accumulations of two thrifty 
generations had been spent. A sizeable inheritance 
from Mrs. Houston’s father was gone. Slaves had been 
sold off and then land. The Major was past fifty and 
his health began to fail. A reckoning was on the way. 
He decided to move his family to Tennessee, a new 
county where he expected to recoup his dwindling 
fortune.2 

All his effects were sold but debts took a large part 
of the return. With the remainder he negotiated for a 
grant of land in Maryville, Blount County, in East 
Tennessee. He died soon after making a will leaving 
most of the remaining money to his wife and inserted 
a clause that on her death it was to be divided in the 
following manner, “to my son, John, two shares and 
to my other children one share each.” The will further 
stated, “I give and bequaith unto my son, John, my
sword ..... and my appearil.” He is to pay strict at­
tention to my family and Endeavor to see them raised 
and treated with Justice.” 3 

Houston's faith in his son, John, seemed justified. 

2. From THE RAVEN, copyright 1928, by Marquis James, 1956, by 
Jacqueline Mary Parsons James. By permission of the Bobbs-Merrill 
Company, Inc. 

3. Ibid. 
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All the children went to work on the newly acquired 
four hundred acres and prospered. They bought an 
interest in a general store in Maryville. John was 
clerk of the Blount County and a very busy man. Joe 
L. 	Marshall, present clerk of Blount County, found 
John Houston’s name mentioned 51 times in one re-
cord book. It is not known just how long he served as 
clerk there but record books from 1808 and 1812 show 
that he was serving as clerk during those years. 

While the rest of the family worked hard to improve 
their lot, Sam Houston was busy causing trouble. It 
was said that everybody worked but Sam. He did not 
like farming and refused to work in the family store 
in Maryville. Sam rapidly acquired the reputation of 
a black sheep. He ran away into Indian country, lived 
with the Cherokees, and adopted their ways and man­
ner of dress. John and his younger brother, James, 
brought the rebel back home against his will. He 
continued to rebel against family discipline especially 
the pressure exerted by the appointed head of the 
family, John. 

This friction between John and his brother, Sam, 
continued into old age. In Karr Shannon’s HISTORY 
OF IZARD COUNTY, he describes a meeting between 
the two brothers at the old county seat of Athens. 
“Tradition has it that the two brothers were far from 
cordial in their meeting. Shortly afterward, John 
suggested that they step out back of the courthouse 
under the big oak. A few minutes later, loafers about 
the village heard some loud quarreling. John ordered 
his brother to leave the state and never return.” 

At the end of their lives, their positions were re-
versed. John, who started out as head of the family 
and a respected county official, died an alcoholic. And 
Sam who began life as a rebel and trouble-maker 
ended as President of a Republic and a hero. 

-15-



CONSTITUTION 

OF THE IZARD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Article 1 - Name of the organization. 

The name of the organization shall be the Izard County Historical 
Society. 

Article 2. - Object. 

The object of this society shall be: 

Section A. To promote interest in the history of Izard county; to 
locate, collect, cherish and preserve historical data, mark historical 
places, publish scarce and important source material and historical 
articles, news and notes. 

Section B. - To bring into closer communication and to perpetuate 
friendship among members of the Izard County Historical Society and 
members of other county and state societies. 

Section C. - Policy. Publication of historical material considered to be
a major object of this society. To make this material of permanent 
value, the society recognizes the need of distinguishing truth from leg-
end, and of the value of authenticating and proving, in so far as 
possible, historical data. To more fully serve this policy, the society 
will create a research committee, to assist any member in searching 
out available information about subjects of interest to the society. 

No article shall be published unless authorized by the Executive 
council. 

Article 3. Members 

Any adult who is interested in the objects for which this society has 
been organized may become a member upon payment of dues as herein-
after provided. There shall be three classes of members: 

1. Annual 2. Contributing 3. Life 

The first shall pay annual dues of three dollars ($3) per year; the 
second from $10 to $50 per year for individuals, business, or civic 
organizations. Life membership shall cost $100 The payment of annual 
dues shall entitle both a husband and wife to membership. Life member-
ship shall be for the individuals only. 

Article 4. Officers 

The officers shall consist of a president, one vice-president, and a 
secretary-treasurer. 
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The officers together with the immediate past president and three 
additional members elected by the society at large, shall constitute an 
executive council of seven, which shall have power to elect an editor 
and an associate editor to provide for the publication of a quarterly 
magazine, a copy of each issue of which will be given to each member. 

The executive council shall meet immediately before or after the 
regular meetings to transact ordinary business The presence of three 
members of the council at a meeting shall constitute a quorum. 

The elected officers shall serve concurrently with their terms of 
office. Their term of office shall be for one year. The three additional 
members of the executive council, selected from the county at large, 
shall be elected as follows: one board member for one year; one board 
member for two years; one board member for three years and there-
after one board member shall be elected annually for a three year 
term. In this way one board member will come up for election each 
year. This procedure will avoid any confusion that might arise other-
wise as to the proper “staggering” for these three additional elected 
members of the excutive council. 

A new slate of officers shall be elected at the annual meeting to be 
held in January of each year. 

Article 5. Meetings 

There shall be quarterly meetings held and set for the months of Janu­
ary, April, July, and October, the exact time and place to be decided by 
the membership present at a previous meeting or a called meeting or a 
called meeting shall be decided by the executive council. 

Article 6. - Amendents 

These articles may be amended at any regular meeting provided 
notice of the proposed amendment has been given at a regular meet ­
ing A majority vote of those present and voting is necessary for 
adoption. 

BY-LAWS 

1. The holders of the offices named in the constitution shall per-
form the duties ordinarily attached to such officers and such others as 
may be prescribed from time to time. 

2 The president shall appoint a Committee on nomination at least 
a month before the annual meeting. This committee shall, at the 
annual meeting present a slate of officers and a member of the ex­
ecutive council. Nominations may also be made from the floor. Nom­
inations for regular officers may also be made from the floor. 

3 The editor elected by the executive council as aforementioned, shall 
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have power with the approval of the executive council, to make con-
tracts with the printer for the printing of the quarterly magazine and 
for supplies. But neither the editor, nor the executive council, shall 
have power to incur any other obligations binding upon the member-
ship without the approval of two-thirds of the members. 

4. The executive council shall have power to audit all accounts and 
to require a bond of the treasurer. 

5. These by-laws may be amended at any regular meeting by major­
ity of the members present and voting. 

EXCERPTS FROM 
LETTERS . . . . We are seeking information about Edward H. Rand 

and his wife, Agnes, and their three children John, William, and 
Edward Nicholas (Nick) Rand; and John Sanders, and Missouria Ann 
Sanders who married Nick Rand. Mrs. Edward Reed Rand, 1004 North 
9th, Rogers, Arkansas, 72756. 

To Mrs Grady Perryman: You and other aggressive citizens deserve 
commendation for the organization of a historical society for Izard 
County. The county is rich in history and the facts and traditions have 
been too long neglected. Enclosed is my check for $3 for membership. 
Any other way I can help, call on me. I'm interested! Karr Shannon, 
Arkansas Democrat, Little Rock, Ark. 72203. 

I read in the Times of the meeting of the society in Melbourne and 
the election of officers and I hope that the present membership will soon 
grow into the hundreds. Please find enclosed my check for $3 for one 
years membership. 

I have a lot of relatives and friends in Izard County and when I next 
write to them, I will suggest that they join the society. S. J. Cook, 
4532 N.W. Park Place, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73127 

I am trying to get informatian of the early Cook residents of your 
county. Dr. Billie Cook and his son, Dr. David Cook. These were my 
husband's relatives. One other Cook was in the Ark Legislature . Mrs. 
Dean Cook, 5332 Yeary St., Fort Worth, Tex. 76114. 
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Jehoida Jeffery, one of Izard County’s earliest settlers was a mem­
ber of the Territorial Legislature from Independence County in 1824. 
He brought a bill bsfore the Legislature to divide the county and create 
a new county to be called Izard County, in honor of the then acting 
Governor. It seems appropriate in this first issue of The Izard County 
Historian to give a brief biography of George Izard. 

George Izard 
George Izard, second governor of the Territory of 

Arkansas, was born October 21, 1776, at Richmond, 
England, where his parents were visiting. His father, 
Ralph Izard, was a member of a prominent South Car­
olina family. In 1767 Ralph Izard married Alice de 
Lancy, a member of an equally noted family. She was 
a niece of James de Lancy, lieutenant governor of 
New York.l 

George Izard graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1792 at the age of fifteen. Shortly 
after graduation, he was sent to London in care of 
Thomas Pinckney, then minister to England. He at-
tended the best military schools of Europe. After his 
return to the United States, he was commissioned a 
lieutenant in the U. S. artillery and engineers. He was 
engineer in charge of Castle Pinckney in Charleston 
Harbor. In 1799, he was promoted to captain and in 
1802 placed in command at West Point. 

The military, however, held no appeal for George 
Izard whose tastes were philosophical and literary. 
He resigned his commission in 1803 and retired to 
private life. He returned to active duty during the War 
of 1812 but retired again soon after. 

On the 4th day of March, 1825, he was appointed 
governor of the Territory of Arkansas by Pres. Mon­
roe, one of the last acts of Monroe’s Administration.2 

1 Centennial History of Ark., Vol. 1, by Dallas T. Herndon, P. 166. 
2. Ibid. 
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Governor Izard came to the Territory during the 
absence of both the acting Governor Crittenden, and 
the secretary. Izard found difficulty in locating the 
necessary papers and records needed for his work. 
Crittenden seems to have carried most of the records he 
kept around with him. A prominent citizen told Izard 
that officials were hardly necessary, that everyone did 
about as he pleased, anyway.3 

The Legislature and Governor Izard never worked 
in harmony, especially during the last part of his 
term. He told the assembly once that it spent too much 
time discussing irrelevant matters; made its sessions 
too long and too expensive. The Legislature replied 
that a dictatorial attitude on the part of the governor 
was not consistent with the rights and liberties of a free 
people and that it should have the unhampered 
privilege of deliberating as long as it wished on all 
matters of a public and private nature.4 

He was a lonely man and had few friends. The 
people called him an aristocrat and derived much fun 
from his hobby of collecting razors and shaving with 
a different one each day. The hurly-burly of pioneer 
politics never suited his tastes. He brought a large 
number of books and spent much time in reading. His 
family never came to Arkansas. He died in Little Rock 
in 1828. A simple marble slab marks his grave in Holly 
Cemetery, provided by the people he came to serve, 
but never understood.5 

A little while after his death two of his sons came to 
Arkansas to look after his property. The books com­
posing his fine private library were boxed up for 
shipment and were lost in transit by the sinking of the 
steamer. 

3. Arkansas and Its People p. 75. 
4. Ibid. p. 79. 
5. Ibid p. 75. 
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A newspaper article informs me that you are to be the Editor of the 
Quartarly Izard County Historical Society. Please accept my con-
gratulations on your acceptance of this important job, because I feel 
that a high quality publication free from all Chamber-of-Commerce, 
type advertisement can be the key to the success of our Society. Even 
if it must be a single sheet let’s keep our little Society historical and 
quality. Allan B. Ross, Route 5, Calico Rock, Ark. 

I am probably more interested in the history of Izard County than 
most residents We moved from there when I was three but my rela­
tives who lived there and some still live there include the Jeffery, 
Harris, Redman, Clark, Wiles, Conyers; Mitchell families. They settled 
there from 1816 to about 1860 to the best of my knowledge. Rowena 
Sparlin. Route 2, Box 167, Madill, Okla. 73446. 

After seeing in the Times the nice response to the Historical Society 
first meetng I feel sure it can be made a success. I am interested in it 
and want to be a member of it. Anything I can do to help I’ll be glad 
to. Miss Ellie Smith, 1010 E. Cypress, Charleston, Mo. 63834 

First United States census 

1810 Population of Arkansas 1,062 

1820 Population of Arkansas 14,273 

1830 Population of Arkansas 30,388 

1840 Population of Arkansas 97,574 

1850 Population of Arkansas 209,897 

1860 Population of Arkansas 535,450 
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CHARTER MEMBERS 

Contributing Member

Mrs. J. B. Holder, 703 Collins, Arlington, Texas 76010


Annual Members

Mr. and Mrs. E. Wiseman, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519

Mrs. Maudine Rand, 1004 N. 9th, Rogers, Ark. 72756

Mrs. Mildred Billingsley, Violet Hill Ark. 72584

Mr. and Mrs. John Ghelfi, Box 141, Calico Rock, Ark.

72519

Dr. Hildred Meade; Box 141, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519

Mr. and Mrs. A G. Perryman, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519

Mrs. Audrey Brooks, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hall, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519

Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Lafferty, Knob Creek Route,

Melbourne, Ark 72556.

Mrs. Helen Lindley, Dolph, Ark. 72528

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Ogilvie, Melbourne Times,

Melbourne, Ark. 72556

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Powell, Box 1412, Batesville,

Ark. 72501

Mrs. J. A. Sparlin, Route 2, Box 167, Madill, Okla.

7446

Mr. Karr Shannon, c/o Arkansas Democrat 5th and

Scott St., Little Rock, Ark. 72201

Mrs. Ida Williamson, Guion, Ark. 72540

Mrs. Richard Williamson Guion, Ark. 72540

Mr. and Mrs. A1 Harris, Box 248, Guion, Ark. 72540

Mr. Malcom Moore, Batesville, Ark. 72501
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CHARTER MEMBERS 

Mr. Delano Roddy, Box 214, Melbourne, Ark. 72556 
Mr. S. J Cook, 4531 N.W. Park Place, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. 73127 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen B. Ross, Route 5, Calico Rock, 
Ark. 72519 
Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Funk, Calico Rock, Ark 72519 
Mr. Otto Manthei, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Morgan, Pineville, Ark. 72566 
Mrs. Ellen Wayland Calico Rock, Ark. 72519 
Mr. Calbert Rodman, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519 
Dr. Harold L. Tatum, Melbourne, Ark. 72556 
Mrs. Jewel Harber Milstead, Jordan, Arkansas 72548 
Dr. and Mrs. Noel Copp, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519 
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Estes, Melbourne, Ark. 72556 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas T. Smith, Mt. Olive Route, 
Melbourne, Ark. 72556 
Mr and Mrs. Frank Stone, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519 
Mr. Robert L. Hudson, Box 1494, State College, Miss. 
39726 
Mr. and Mrs. A. C. McGinnis, Batesville, Ark. 72501 
Mr. Tom Simpson, Melbourne, Ark. 72556 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Blankenship, Melbourne, Ark. 
72556 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Dutton, Melbourne, Ark. 72556 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Copeland, Melbourne, Ark. 72556 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Campbell, Guion, Ark. 72540 
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CHARTER MEMBERS 

Mrs. Bertha Draper, 1515 Nichols, Springfield, Mo.

65802

Mr. and Mrs. Snooker Collie, Guion, Ark. 72540

Mr. Floyd Sheffield, Guion, Ark. 72540

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Lamb, Guion, Ark. 72540

Mr. and Mrs. Shelby Upton, Guion, Ark. 72540

Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Bobbitt, Guion, Ark: 72540

Mr. and Mrs. Medford Lamb, Guion, Ark. 72540


Mr. and Mrs. Jay Arnold, Guion, Ark. 72540

Mr. and Mrs. Gus H. Campbell, Box 65, Melbourne,

Ark. 72556

Mr. and Mrs. Dale B. Woods, 3503 Third St.

Brownwood, Tex.

Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Killian, Pineville, Ark, 72566

AIC Samuel G. Lindley, TUSLOG DET 123 APO,

N.Y. 09289

Dr. and Mrs. Dale G. Hudson, Box 225, Calico Rock,

Ark. 72519

Dr. and Mrs. A. Meryl Grasse, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519

Miss Lela Lenora Heasley, Parkway Estates Suite 126,

4211 Fulton Parkway, Cleveland, Ohio 44144

Dr. Martha Belle Heasley Cox, 787 E. William,

San Jose, Calif. 95112

Mr. and Mrs. Will R. Heasly, Ironton Road, Little

Rock, Ark. 72206


Mr. and Mrs. Garland Clift, 3945 E. Admiral Court,

Tulsa, Okla.
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CHARTER MEMBERS 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert R. Estes, Forty-Four, Ark.

Mr. and Mrs. Weldon T. Clark, 241 Goshen, North

Little Rock, Ark. 72116

Mr. and Mrs. Delbert S. Clark, 2914 South Tyler,

Little Rock, Ark. 72204

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar C. Reynolds, Melbourne, Ark.

72556

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Zade Heasley, 5924 Pillsbury

Ave South No. 309, Minneapolis, Minn. 55419

Miss Elsie Benton, 500 E. Ohio Ave., Mt. Vernon,

Ohio 43050

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Seay, 4434 Encinita, Rosemead,

Calif. 91780

Mr. and Mrs. O. B. McSpadden, Moorefield, Ark.

72558

Mr. and Mrs. C. Roosevelt Garner, 712 North Central

Ave., Batesville, Ark. 72501

Mr. E. C. Roberts, Mt. Pleasant, Ark

Mr. Emmitt Whitten, Calico Rock, Ark. 72519

Miss Ellie Smith, 1010 E. Cypress, Charleston, Mo.

Velma Cooper Brown, Box 6, Charleston Mo.

Owen Hunt, Melbourne, Ark. 72556

Miss Paula Annette Heasley P.O. Box 560, 

Batesville, Ark. 72501

Mr. David Paul Heasley, P.O. Box 560, Batesville,

Ark. 72501

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Newton Heasley, P.O. Box 560,

Batesville, Ark. 72501




CHARTER MEMBERS 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Richard Heasley, P.O. Box 560 
Batesville, Ark. 72501 

Mr. and Mrs. Therrel Richard Heasley, 65 Hunter 
Court, Ventura, Calif. 93003 
Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Harris, Melbourne, Ark: 72556 

Mr. Lloyd M. Mason, 335 Arleta Ave., San 
Francisco, Calif. 94134 
Mrs. K. A. Jones, 5000 W. 2lst, Little Rock, Ark: 
72204 
Mrs. Marjory Bone Hull, 207 No. Lane, Decatur, 
Texas 76234 
Mr. and Mrs. Orgil O'Neal, Sage Ark. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Reeves, Melbourne, Ark. 72556 

Membership in the Izard County 
Historical Society, including a 
subscription to The Historian is 
only $3 per year. 

Send membership fees to 
DELANO RODDY, Sec. 

Melbourne, Arkansas 72556 




