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Spring registration�
begins November 28
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by Robbie Gilbert

Kathy Crowell discusses her spring registration plans with counselor Dr. Ron�
Formby. (photo by Curtis Haney)
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Once again time draws near for the 
beginnings of the Miss Westark 
Scholarship Pageant scheduled for 
April 8. Interested students take the 
first step in the process of becoming 
a contestant or committee member at 
the Miss Westark Seminar scheduled 
for December 4 in the student union.

The seminar, coordinated by Stacey 
Jones, general chairman of the 
pageant, covers all aspects of the Miss 
WCC Scholarship Pageant and the 
Miss America Scholarship Pageant 
system and lasts approximately three 
hours. Special guests at the seminar 
include Patty Thorn, reigning Miss

Arkansas; Randy Dimmit, Miss 
Arkansas' wardrobe consultant; and 
Carol Ann Davis, reigning Miss 
Westark.

"It’s definitely an asset to attend the 
seminar before the pageant. It helps 
you wise up to the reality of what is 
all involved," states Jennifer Otwell, 
reigning Miss Sebastion County and 
1988 first runner-up to Carol Ann 
Davis.

The seminar costs nothing and 
interested contestants need not have 
a sponsor.

by S hannon Shirley
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Now hiring men and women. Summer and career�
opportunities (will train). Excellent pay plus world�

travel. Hawaii, Bahamas, Caribbean, etc. CALL NOW 7 
206-736-7000 ext. 2207C.
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THE WESTARK CHANNEL
1 �2���� Telecourse "
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Communrfy Co*oge Ft. Smith Cable, 

Channel 17
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"A Christmas Carol," a Charles 
Dickens favorite, comes back to 
Westark for the eighth consecutive 
year. The Charles Jones adaptation 
simply puts Dickens' story in a musical 
form. The national tour begins 
rehearsing on campus November 16 
and the residency, which puts the 
production together, stays in Ft. Smith 
until the final local performance.

Last year enough tickets sold to 
warrant a third performance by the

group. "If ticket sales continue, an 
added performance may be 
scheduled for Thanksgiving," says 
Stacey Jones, student activities 
director.

The production takes place on 
Thanksgiving weekend, November 
25-26. Students with an ID card get 
in free. Admission for non-students is 
$5. The shows begin at 7:30 p.m.

by S hannon Shirley
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Steve Becker prepares paperwork for the Harding University Business Games
competition, (photo by Curtis Haney)

1988 'Club of the Year'
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Viewing Republican commercials shows the party stands 
on its economic progress. Here, Bush promises he will have 
"no new taxes." He also wants "a Constitutional amendment 
to require a balanced budget." A budget is a plan for spending 
money, and the result does not always match the plan. This 
has been accomplishedd, however, when Gov. Dukakis 
ba lanced  the budge t in M assachuse tts  due to their 
constitutional law. Doing so for the United States could be 
tough, but not impossible.

In foreign policy, Bush "favors keeping U.S. troops in South 
Korea." Keeping a defense system gets expensive, and the 
U.S.S.R. has realized how costly it is and cut defense spending, 
despite Bush’s idea the U.S. has intimidated them.

A "Bush/Quayle Victory '88" press release states: "He 
knows, first hand, the challenges and obstacles that face 
today’s businesspeople and will expand on the pro-growth, 
free enterprise spirit of the Reagan years." However, Bush 
opponents remind him there is also a lower class and a balance 
needs to be achieved.

Bush would like to bring in an amendment for voluntary 
prayer in schools.

Bush opposes abortion, with exceptions for rape or incest. 
His attackers say one cannot exactly enforce this because 
every woman who wants an abortion could come in claiming 
incest or rape to get one.

Bush has his ideology and his domestic ideas. "I know what 
I believe, the only question now is communicating," Bush said 
in a national magazine report this summer. His trouble, 
according to his opponents, is enforcing the domestic issues 
and getting Congress to review his policies on defense if he 
is elected.
Most polls show Bush will win today, but it’s up to voters, 
not poll takers.
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"Quayle season" opened in New Orleans when George 

Bush announced his running mate, Indiana senator Dan 
Quayle.

"Reporters picked mostly at Quayle’s military experience," 
says an article in the August issue of .5(5� � � * �5  His graduation 
from DePauw University in 1969 ended his protection from 
being drafted to Vietnam so he enlisted in the Indiana National 
Guard. Reporters say his grandfather influenced his enlistment 
in the Guard.

"I did not ask anyone to break the rules. I got in fairly," 
says Quayle who acknowledges he sought assistance from 
Wendell Phillippi, a retired Guard general and managing editor 
for one of the Quayle family’s newspapers, the �� � �! � !  � ,��  
� � * � 5  After returning from boot camp, Quayle became a public 
affairs specialist, spending his Guard weekends writing for 
a Guard magagine.

"The news media has been unfair to Quayle," says Sen. 
Ted Kennedy, Quayle's co-author for the 1983 JTPA bill and 
the liberal he vilified in New Orleans.

"Quayle could be President tomorrow if something 
happened to me. Danny’s different from me. I’m 64 and he’s 
41. That's positive. He attracts the female vote," says Bush.

"I like Quayle because he’s got some ideas that might 
change the country and he's young and unafraid to express 
his mind," says Gregory Griffith, student.

Public opinion polls say Quayle's publicity has risen. The 
first poll showed only 29 percent of America favored "the 
Humble Hoosier," as he calls himself, and the figure has now 
risen to 58 percent.

Before Quayle left Fort Smith on Friday, Oct. 14, he talked 
to about 1,000 people who watched the debate and gathered 
in the Holiday Inn Civic Center. "I have taken the heat and 
I am willing to accept the brunt of criticism to keep the positive 
spotlight on Bush."
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Three minutes in booth today 
will affect all our futures
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Skills program helps students with writing, grammar

How many students get the same 
things wrong on their papers every 
time? How many receive their term 
papers back with grades pushed down 
a letter because someone didn’t revise 
them? The Learning Assistance 
Center (LAC) offers a core skills 
program giving a helping hand for 
those kinds of things.

Started in September, this skills 
program helps students improve their 
writing and grammar abilities, 
according to Zoe Morgan, coordinator 
for the LAC. The program works on 
both a drop in or an appointment basis. 
They can receive anywhere from a few 
minutes to a scheduled hours worth 
of help at no cost. (However, if a 
person doesn’t show up for a 
scheduled tutoring session without 
notifying their tutor, it costs them 
$3.35.)

"We're working with grammar and 
usage in writing, things like working 
on a thesis statement, getting term 
papers together and setting them up

according to the teacher’s 
expectations," states Morgan. "During 
the first few weeks of this course, 
we’ve served around 128 students 
and we’re spending a fair amount of 
money on materials for the center. 
We’re encouraging students to come 
in and get help."

This new program added three 
tutors to the LAC staff; Lynda Wilson, 
Marilyn Smith, and Eula Armstrong. All 
once served as English teachers and 
ensure there’s help at the center for 
those who need it.

"The main differences between 
working here and in a classroom," 
compares Wilson, "is first of all, there’s 
more one-on-one interaction, there’s 
not all the input from the other 
students. Also in schools, you teach 
the subject in general, while here you 
cover more specific problems and 
solve them. Most students who come 
here took a diagnostic exam in their 
writing courses and their weaknesses 
are assessed. We work with them in

these areas to plug up the holes and 
help them make it through their 
courses."

Wilson gave examples of LAC 
materials students use to correct 
problems such as computer 
programs, handouts, books and 
workbooks, and "sometimes we give 
information out of our own heads, 
especially if it’s just a small problem. 
Some people can correct their own 
mistakes in 30 seconds once they 
know what they’re doing wrong." 
Some of the writing help offered 
includes helping the student support 
their original ideas logically and 
coherently, according to Wilson.

"Occasionally a student will bring in 
a paper and ask us to proofread it for 
them," states Wilson. "But we never 
do the work for him, we just guide him 
through it accurately and efficiently"

Group sessions usually aren’t done, 
reveals Wilson, simply because "the 
problems are generally so varied. You 
can have one student needing help

with pronoun reference, another with 
subject/verb agreement and another 
with comma splicing all at the same 
time." In fact, Wilson estimates her 
load on a busy day as about eight to 
10 students. Besides tutoring in writing 
and grammar, she handles reading, 
spelling, and business English.

A former junior and senior high 
English teacher and band instructor, 
the main difference in tutoring for 
Wilson comes in "there’s more one- 
on-one interaction. It’s easier to see 
to the results . And there’s fewer 
hassles than in classroom teaching."

"There’s a tremendous need for this 
kind of support system," states 
Morgan. "As we’re working toward 
acquiring general education skills 
such as writing, thinking, learning and 
finding resources, things crossing 
campus on a large scale, we (the LAC 
and the skills programs) are going to 
continue to get a large response."

by Kassie Cassei
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Anne Valenti and Mary Ann Morrison look over a calender for scheduling times 
for assisting students with study skills in the LAC. (photo by Stanley Sharp)
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Jazz band tape 
still available

The Westark Jazz Band’s third 
annual tape, "Third Time's a Charm" 
is still on sale in the student activities 
office for five dollars.

"We called it Third Time's a Charm’ 
because it’s the third tape we've done 
commercially and we felt we had hit 
it on the head musically," says Don 
Bailey, director of the band.

The band doesn’t limit itself to just 
jazz. "One of the most important things 
we try to achieve is variety of style," 
Bailey says listing everything from big 
band sounds to blues to ballads, funk 
and even rock.

The tape, recorded and produced 
by a local studio, went to Nashville for 
reproduction for sale and to complete 
the cover printing. The money made

from sales goes toward production of 
next year’s tape. "I think the five dollar 
price is extremely fair because you get 
12 songs, which is more than an 
album. Plus the quality of the 
production is top shelf"

The jazz program began in 1979 
under the direction of music instructor 
Henry Rinne. When Rinne took a leave 
of absence in 1985 to pursue his 
doctorate, Bailey stepped In. Rinne 
made a private tape in 1985 which 
gave Bailey the idea of making tapes 
for commercial use.

"I find people try to stereotype jazz," 
Bailey says, "so we try to cover all 
ends of the spectrum."
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2 1  musicians made up the Westark Jazz Band last 
cassette, (photo by Curtis Haney)

year that produced this third

(Westark Cafeteria)




