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@o thousand

balloons were
released as part of
the groundbreaking
ceremonies for the
new student union
in January. Despite
strong winds,
Westark baseball
player Dusty Sexton
holds onto the
balloons with a little
help from Leslie
Griffin.
-photo by Holly
Lambert
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aiting and ready to

meet the challenge,

students and faculty alike
faced the gateway of time as the next
millennium began.

The Y2K challenge was met and
conquered months before the actual Jan. 1
roll over date. College officials upgraded
and verified Y2K compatibility of all 1,237
computers on campus.

Construction began on the new Student
Union just as the finishing touches were
being put on the Manufacturing
Technology Center.

— When the crystal ball fell in Times
Square, students made their own memories

to pass on to future generations, realizing

that the time is now. So Let Lt/%:ﬁm/
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Dog days of summer
While cooking hot dogs for
the fall Bash, Vice President of
Finance Mark Horn makes the
best of a hot situation.

photo by Alexis Norin




August

Contents

First-time, full-time students were
required to take a new course that
began in the fall. The course, College
Seminar, was designed to orientate new
students to college life and assist them
in developing such skills as time
management and studying.

In an effort to welcome students to
the campus, the annual Back-to-School
Bash was held a week before classes
began.

The Westark family also kicked off a
year of community service by
participating in the first annual breast
cancer walk, Making Strides in Breast
Cancer. About $15,000 was raised by the
event.

August was packed full of events to

start off the year. So turn the page and

Let it begin.
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COMING TOGETHER
FOR FOOD AND FUN,

| NEW STUDENTS

Bash

Over 500 students headed to campus to participate in the Back-to-
School Bash held the evening of Aug. 19 on the Campus Green.

“Ninety percent of the students at the Bash were incoming
freshmen,” Associate Dean of Campus Services Stacey Jones said.

“The idea of the Bash is to get the new students used to the campus
and to have fun,” he added.

In addition to photo identification cards being made, fifteen clubs
were represented at the Bash. Club members handed out information
about their organization in hopes of recruiting new members.

“We had the busiest booth at the Bash because of the popular Piggy
Test,” Sociology Club President Sherry Card said.

The piggy test taught students a little about their personality.

Hot dogs, chili, chips and cold drinks were served.

“It is nice to know that the school is willing to take the time to help
the new students,” undeclared major Aaron Barentine said.

The Bash let the new students get involved and become more
comfortable with the settings around them.

“The school seems to really care about its students and I had a lot
of fun at the Back-to-School Bash,” elementary education major Nicole
Zulpo said.

Ready for a challenge
Seeking the right move, Robert O'Dell plots his strategy in a game of
chess at the Back-to-School Bash.
photos by Alexis Norin

»Members of the Pre-Med Club challenged
Bash participants to a fimed game of "Can
you place the organs correctly?”

»Chefs for the eveningincludedinstructor
Billy Higgins and adminstrator Mark Horn.
» Applause members Alexis Coleman and
Kelly Price-Colston recruit new members.
» Staying cool, Sydney Fulbright, surgical
technology director, grabs a coke.
»Baptist Student Union members Donnie
Barter, Josh Miller and Aaron Stout work
for their organization.

August/Bash 9




1 O Let it begin



&/6&?//9/5 /l?lﬁi / /) a/ COIN

!

If you are going to dream, you might as well dream |

big. At least, that is what Jason Shuck, English major,
thinks. His dream was to play baseball, and one day
when he opened his eyes, he found himself on a field in
Port St. Lucie, Fla., playing ball for the New York Mets.

Shuck started his baseball career in the small town
of Mansfield, where he was a member of the Mansfield

High School All-Star Team. After graduation, he found |

his way to the Carl Albert College baseball field, where
he played for the Vikings. The Mets recruiter first
spotted Shuck on that field.

“That is how I got drafted...in the 30th round, 1997. |

Then I moved to Florida...[where] I played second base
and shortstop for two-and-a-half years before I got
released last spring,” Shuck said.

Because Shuck has already played professional ball,
he cannot play for Westark. He says that is fine with
him because he has other dreams and goals he wants
to achieve.

“I want to teach and coach at a high school,” he

said. But then quickly added, I might try out for

another major league team someday too.”

As Shucks looks down at the dark blue league ring
he wears on his left hand that proves he is a winner, he
smiles.

“Just because you come out of a small school doesn’t |

mean you can’t make it. Hard work goes a long way,”
he said.

August/ Profile H




Beginning in the fall, all first-time, full-time
freshmen were required to take College Seminar,
an orientation course. The class, which is intended
to make the transition from high school to college
easier, was received with mixed reviews from
students.

“Idon’t find the class very beneficial,” Computer
Science major Kimberly Jones said. “There’s more
homework than any other class and it’s so time
consuming.”

The key to really benefiting from the class may
be past college experience.

Josh Hermosillo, an athletic training transfer

student from Arkansas Tech, found that he really
enjoyed the class and that it was helping boost his
grade point average.

“I think this class is good for freshmen,”
Hermosillo said. “If I had had it last year, I probably
wouldn’t have done so bad.”
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Orientation class begins

The course was set up to allow freshmen to
interact with one another and with a specific teacher
who will be their mentor the following semester.

“Our goal is to help the students be successful
by assisting them in developing study skills,
identifying their learning style and helping them
figure out how the college system works,” Health
Career Coordinator JoAlice Dobbs said.

“It’s a more open atmosphere in here. We want
them to interact with each other inside and outside
of class,” she added.

The class curriculum consists of in-class seminar-
type lectures that are intended to teach students how
to take notes and do research in the library.

After this year, the administrators plan to
reexamine the class and it’s curriculum to see what
changes may need to be made to benefit the student.

“We definitely encourage feedback from
students,” Dobbs said.




Getting the most out of class

A lecture on getting the most out of class gives pre-
veterinary major Jason Bowlin a chance to relax and take
good notes.

Doing it right!

Elementary education major Patience Moran leans back
and takes notes on preferred methods of studying.
photos by Melissa Wilson

Reading between classes

In between classes Michelle Holloway, elementary education major, reads
her assignment for her College Seminar course. The course was required
for all first-time, full-time students.

Believe it or not. . .

While teaching College Seminar students about personality, Dean of the
College of Learning and Academic Success Peggy Forsberg, reveals that
she is an introvert. photos by Melissa Wilson
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Local Breast Cancer Walk raises funds

College co-hosts |
local cancer walk

Names of breast cancer survivors
shone through candlelit luminary bags
on Westark’s Campus Green during
the first annual Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer walk.

The walk was co-sponsored by the
Student Activities Council (SAC) and
the Fort Smith chapter of the American
Cancer Society (ACS). The Aug. 27
event was to raise awareness of breast
cancer and also to raise funds for ACS.

“It is one of the cancers that needs
to be talked about the most, but is
talked about the least,” Associate Dean
of Campus Services Stacey Jones said.

Mary Beth Sudduth, J.D.,
executive vice president and a breast
cancer survivor, gave the opening
speech at the walk.

“I want to welcome everyone to
this special event, where we will
celebrate the lives of those touched by
cancer. As a 16-year survivor of breast
cancer, I am thankful for the gift of
life and for the opportunity to stand
before you and welcome you to our
campus,” she said.

Sudduth concluded her speech by
introducing Fort Smith Mayor Ray
Baker, who talked about how life’s
worth living in Fort Smith. After his
proclamation, the one-mile walk
began.

A caring cause
Children were also able
to do their part to help
fight breast cancer for
this generation, as well
as the next, during the
walk to fight breast
cancer.

Between the walk and the luminary
service, there was time for people to
relax on the Campus Green and listen
to the music of the Westark Carrillon,
performed by humanities instructor
Dr. Stephen Husarik.

“I played When You Wish Upon A
Star, A Dream Is A Wish Your Heart
Makes and songs like that. All songs
that had the message of hope,”
Husarik said.

In addition to ACS and SAC, other
sponsors included Gerber Products
Company, Varsity Sports Grill
Restaurant, Arkansas Best
Corporation, St. Edward Mercy
Medical Center and Cooper Clinic.

Jennifer Irwin, chairperson of the
walk, stated that between the walkers
and sponsors, there were 250-300
participants involved in the event and
that $15,000 was raised. Irwin also
stated how pleased she was with
Westark’s participation.

“I chose Westark because I had
heard good things from other people
who had worked with them,” she said.

Sudduth also expressed those same
sentiments.

“It was a very meaningful
ceremony. You realize how everyone
is close to cancer in some way...there
were tears and memories,” she said.







