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. papor and pen.  His ink was easily made from rume of the

I3vENTION OF THE CHEROEEE ALPEABET.—
ing isan extract from an account given to the Editor of he
Annals of Education by Mr. Elias Boudinot. The English
name of the Sequoyah, the iaventor, is George Guess. Mr.|.=
Boudinot quotes from the first Lecture of Mr, Knapp on
American Literature.—  *

Tho appearance and habits of Sequoyah are those ofa full- | c€
blooded Cherokee, though his grandlather, on the father’s | VA
side, wasa white man. He was educaled inall the customs | o)
of his nation, and, as Mr. K. says} was aad isto this day igno- e
rant of any language but his own.

*The details of the examinxtion are toolong for the closing | T€
paragraph of this lecture; but the substance of it was this: | th
"That he, Sequoyah, was now about sixty-five years old, but
could not preciscly say; that in early life he was gay and
talkative; and although he never attempted to speak in
Council bat once, yet was ofien, from the streogth of his d
memory, his easy colluquial powers, and ready command of | ic
his vernacular, story-teller of the convivial party. His repu-
tation for talents of every kind gave him some distinction
when he was quite young, sv long ago as St. Clair's defeat.
In this campaign, or sowe one that soon fllowed it, a letter
was found on tha person of a prisoner, which was wrongly
read by him to the Indians. In spme of their deliberutions
on this subject, the question arose among them, whether this
mysterious power of the lulling leaf, was the gift of the Great
Spirit to the white man, ur the discovery of the wite mau
himself; Most of his companiuns were of the former opinion,
while he as strenuously maintained the latter. This fre- |
quently becnme a subject of contemplation with him after-
wurds, as well os many other things which he knew, or had | ©
heard, that the white pian could do; but he never sat down 8
seriously to reflect on-the subject, until a swelling oo his| g
knee confined him to_his cabin, und which at length made r
Iim a cripple for life, by shortening the diseused leg.  De-
prived of the excitements of war, and the plcasures of the h
chase, in the long nights of his canfinement, his mind was | le
again directed 1o the mystery ofthe power of speaking by let- | 4
ters ; the very name of which, of course, was not to be found |.
in his langnage.’ o . n

The immediate circumstances which induced him to - the
great undertaking. are not stated by Mr. Knapp. It appears
that he was led to think on the subject of writing the Chero-
kee language by a conversation which took place at a certain
town called Sauta. Somme yoang men were remarking on-)
the wonder(al and superior talents of the white people.” One | 0
of the company said that white men could put a talk upon | g
piece of puper and send 1t any distance, and it would be per-| .
fectly understood by those who would receive it All adwit- I
ted that this was indeed an- art far beyond the reach of the
Indian, and they wereutter'yatalossto conceivein whatway |
it was done.  Sequayub, after listening for n while in silence | g
to the conversation, raised himself, and putting on an air of |
great importance, vbserved,” You are all fools; why the p
thing is very easy; Ican doit mysell; And taking up a
flat stone which |ay near him, he commenced making words | |
on it with a pin.” "After a few miuutes he told them what he | ¢
had written, by making a mark for each word. Thisprodu- | ,
ced a laugh and the conversationon thatsubjectended. "The
inventive powers of Sequoyah were however now put in |
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active operation, although it would seem fromn the narrative
of Mr. K. that he had thought on the subject long before, and
had to contend with the prejudices of some of his nation, wha
believed that the knowledge of letters belonged “only to the
white man. Some of this portion of his countrymen at-|
tempted to convince liim that God had made that great dis-
tinction between the white and red mas, by relating to him

the following tradition : :
In the beginning, God created Yo we yah e, aterm-applied
to an Indian, signifying a real or genuine man; and the yo
we na g, or white man. The Indian was the elder, and in
his hands. the Creator placed a book; in the bands of the
other he placed a bow and arrow, with a command that they
could both make a giood use of them. The Indian was
very slow in receiving the book, and appeared so indifferent
about it that the white man came and stole it from him when
his attention was directed noother way. He wasthen com-
pelled to take the bow dnd arrow, and gain his subsistence by
pursuing the chase. Tle had thus forfeited the book which
his Creator had placed in his hands, and which. now ofriglit { 1
belonged to his white brother. ~ a

The narration of such a story was nnt, however, sufficient |
to convince Sequoyah, and to divert him from his great pur-
pose. * Afier the interview at Sauta alluded to abave, he |
went home, purchased materials, and in earnest began ‘to| |
paint the Cherokee language on W i
inbara de- =
“IFrom the cries of wild beasts, from the talents of the
mocking-bird, from the voices of his children and his com-
panions, he knew that feelings and passions were conveyed
by difierent sounds, from one intelligent being to another. |
‘The thought struck him 1o try to ascertain all the sounds in |
the Cherokee langnage. His own ear was not remarkably |
discriminating, and he called to his aid the more acute ears
of his wife and children. He found greal assistance from |
them. When he thonght that he had distinguished all the
different sounds in their language, he attempted to use pic-
torial signs, images of birds and beasts, to convey these
soundsto others or to mark them in his own mind. He soon
dropped this method, as difficalt or impossible, and tried ar-
bitrary signs, without any regard to appearances, except such
as might assist him in llecting them, and distinguishi
them from each other.’

Sequayah, at first, thaught of no way but to make a char-
acter fur'cach word, He pursued this plan for about a year,
in which time he put downseveral thousand characters.” He
was then convinced that the object was not to be attained in
that way. But he was not to be discournged. 1le firmly
believed there was some way in which the Chervkee lan-
guage could be expressed on paper, and after trying several
methods, he at Jength hit upon the idea of dividing the words
into parts or syllubles. e had not proceeded far on this
plan, when he found to his_great satisfaction, that the same
characters would upply in differeut words, and that the num-
ber wonld he comparatively few. After putting dowa and
tearning all the syilables that he could think of, he wouald
listen to speeches, and the conversation of strangers, and
whenever a word ocearred which hud a part jor syllable in it,
which he had not before thought of, he woold recollectit until
he had made a character forit. In this way he soon discov-
ered alfthe syllables in the language, Afler commencing
uponthe last plan, it is believed he completed his system in
about a month. e adopted a number of English letters
which he touk from a spelling book then in his possession.
Mr. Knapp then goes on to state :

* At first, these signs were very numerous; and when he
ot so far as to think his invention was nearly accomplished,
tie bad about two hundred characters in his Alphabet. By
the aid of his daughter, who scemed to enter in the genius of
his labors, he reduced them, at last, to eighty-six, the number
henow ases. He then set to work to muke these characters
mor ly tothe eye,and d: As yethehad not the
knowledge of the pen as an instrament, but made his char-
acters on a piece of bark, with a knife or nail. At this time
he sent to the Indian agent, or some trader in the nation, fur

bark of the forest trees, whose coloring properties he had
previously known ; and after seeing the construction of the
pet, he soon learned'to make one; but at first be made it
without a slit; this inconvenience was, however, quickly
removed by his sagacity.’

During thetime he was piedini ing thealphab
he wasstrenuously opposed by all his friends and neighbors.
He was frequently told that he was throwing away his time
2nd labor, and thit none but a delirious person, or an idiot,
would do as he did.  But tbis did not discourage him. He
would listen to the expostulations of his friends, and then
deliberately light his pipe, pull his spectacles over ‘Kis eyes,
and sit down to his work, without attempting to vindicate his
conduct.  After completing his system, he found much diffi-
culty in persuading the people to learn it. Nar could he
succeed until he went to the Arkansas and taughta few per-
sons there, one of whom wrote a letter to some of his friends
in the Cherokee nation, enst of the Mississippi, and sent it by
Sequoyah, whoread it to the peoaple. . |

So contemptible were his efforts considered by the Cher-
okees generally, that he was lsughed at as a * fool.’ 1 recol-
lect very well, the first intimation I had of the attempt of Se-
?uoynh to invent an alphabet for the Cherokee lunguage.

n the winter of 1822,'23, I was travelling with an in-
telligent Cherokee, who is now the prineipal Chief of the
nation, on a road leading by the residence of Sequoyah. 1
had never heard of him until my companion pointed to a cer-
tain cabin on the way-side, and observed, *there, in that
house resides George Guess, who has been for the last year

pling to invent analphab He hasbeen su intensely
engaged in this foolish undertaking, that he has neglected to
douther labor, and permitted bis farm to be overrun with
weeds and briers." e rode on, and I thought no more of
Sequayah and his alphabet, until a portion of the Cherokees |
had actually become a reading people. The first evidence [
received of the existence of the alphabet, was at a General
Council held in New Echota in 1824, when [saw a number
ofthe Cherokees reading and writing in theirown langaage,

citizens.

and in the new characterainvenied by one of their untutored



