Volunteer Connection formed

Group organizes volunteers

Students who wish to help
out in their community now
have a program at their
disposal that makes it possible
to find volunteer work in the
community easily. Volunteer
Connection is an organization
created to organize volunteer
effort in the community

The formation of the
organization began in 1992,
when Margaret Gosey,
executive director of the Fort
Smith chapter, assembled a
task force to determine if Fort
Smith was in need ofa program
such as Volunteer Connection.
In the spring of 1993, an
assessment was done through
the Times Record which
received an 85% affirmative
response.

Volunteer Connection was
then granted a phone and of-
fice by the City of Fort Smith,
as well as partial funding for
it's operating budget in April
1995. The organization plans
to move from its city office to
an office at St. Scholastica early
next year.

According to Gosey, the
main goal for the organization
is to serve as a catalyst for
volunteer work in the
community. It will also place
people in areas where they will
be able to participate in
programs that they enjoy and
where they will feel
appreciated.

“Most people have to either
work or go to school, so the one

A ngels in disguise

Assisting with the Angel Tree at Central Mall are Jeremy Wells, co-president of the Westark Honors Organization
(WHO) and Patricia Sullivan, medical lab technician major. WHO members, as well as other campus organizations,
volunteer for several projects throughout the year.

or two hours a week they can
give need to be spentwisely,”
Gosey said.

Gosey and her secretary,
Karen Shornhorst, are the two
principle employees for the
organization. They are
employed for 20 hours of work
a week but they often work in
excess of 40 hours a week.

For Westark students
interested in participating in
volunteer programs in the
community, sign-up sheets are
available in Fullerton Union.

Students who wish to
volunteer are then contacted,
an interview is set up to
determine when that student
would be most needed, what
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type ofwork they would be best
suited for, and where they will
work in the community.

The student must fill out a
form, which is then sent to the
Volunteer Connection office.
Volunteers will receive a reply
within two weeks and are then
placed in a volunteer program
in the community.



art by Ernest Cialone

Wedding bells bring obstacles?’

For 15 months now, my fiance’, Justin,
and | have been planning a wedding, with
help from my mother (more help than | like
at times). Finally, the time has come. The
“big day” is just one day around the corner,
and |I've almost survived one of the crazi-
est times in my life. We may have to move
the wedding from the church to the insane
asylum before long, and | may have to buy
awig to hold my veil on because I've been
going crazy enough to pull my hair out.

It all started last September when he
popped the question. When we told my par-
ents, we were both nervous. He was sit-
ting right next to the door, ready to jump
up and run out.

I'm an only child, so | knew that my
parents would be in shock for a little while,
but | didn’'t expect my mother’s initial re-
sponse. She said that “this was not a funny
joke.”

My dad, however, has been noticing that
I'm no longer in the fifth grade and my pig-
tails are gone. He just smiled and told us
he was happy. He was happy, however, be-
cause he thought that we were going to tell
them that we had eloped.

After my father calmed my mother down
and convinced her that Justin and | were
getting married, whether she wanted us to
or not, she gave us her blessing.

We started planning the wedding right
away. First, we decided on a date. Dec. 16
was a good date for both him and me, but
after months of trying to find a preacher,
church, and musicians not already busy
doing Christmas presentations, we decided

to change the date from Dec. 16 (right af-
ter finals week) to Dec. 2 (days before fi-
nals week)!

The date was only the first in a series
of problems and conflicts.

| found the perfect dress and we bought
it in May. That was seven months and 20
pounds ago, so when | went for my fitting,
the back wouldn’t zip all the way up.

So the dress shop sent the gown to the
seamstress and gave me an appointment
to come back. When | went back, they
couldn’t find the dress! | about went crazy,
but | had to keep telling myself that the
seamstress still had it, which she did. And
now, with alittle tampering with my sched-
ule, I made another appointment for my
last fitting.

My dress wasn't the only thing missing
at one time or another. My cousin Phil is a
candlelighter and he shaved his head (com-
pletely bald) just a few weeks before the
wedding, sowe’ll get that beautiful candle-
light glow from the top ofhis head. He says
it'll grow out by Saturday. We'll see.

Also, Phil may be alone lighting those
candles. Just six days before the wedding,
my second candlelighter let me know that
he couldn’t make it. The search is on for a
new one.

We've encountered so many more prob-
lems that | won't go into detail about. From
the postage on the invitations to the color
ofthe bridesmaids’ shoes, | feel that | have
acquired some wisdom from this ordeal. My
advice to couples planning weddings—
ELOPE!



Telemarketing

campaign

Recruiting is an important part of a
college's success. In order to improve en-
rollment, Westark is instituting a
telemarketing campaign.

Scott McDonald has been hired as Su-
pervisor of Telemarketing. McDonald is a
graduate of the University of Arkansas
with a degree in Public Administration.

McDonald is currently looking to hire
4 people. He is looking at around 15 dif-
ferent applicants.

“We are looking for students that really
love to go to school here and can sell it,
upbeat people who don't mind rejection, be-
cause we will get people that are not in-
terested in going to Westark. We are also
looking for University Center students,”
McDonald said.

Telemarketers will call prospective stu-
dents who have filled out information
cards, and will get names from adult pro-
grams. They will answer questions and
(send out information and then call back
every four to six weeks, checking on the
prospective students and helping them
decide if Westark is for them.

The telemarketers will use several key

kicks off

points to help prospective students decide
where to go to college.

Westark's small size, where a student
can receive personalized instruction, is one.
Closeness to home is another, and
affordability will be mentioned. The Uni-
versity Center will be a big selling point,
as well as Westark's many technical pro-
grams.

So far, the response has been slow. But
McDonald enjoys the positive atmosphere
and the people on campus, and is looking
forward to a successful campaign.

“l love it here. The people are wonder-
ful, and it's a nice change from the U ofA.
The people, the students, they are just
wonderful,” McDonald said.

In addition to McDonald, Westark re-
cruiting has also added recruiter Greg
Gibbons. Gibbons visits high schools and
college fairs to help those students find out
more about their college opportunities at
Westark. Gibbons, a Westark graduate,
received a bachelor's degree in chemical
engineering from the University ofArkan-
sas, and plans to attend University of Ar-
kansas Medical School.



Fort Smith serves up
new options In
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Christmas on the Green

Students sing

for Noon Show

Although StudentActivities
plans avariety of Noon Shows,
not all shows allow student
participation. Friday, Dec. 8,
however, students may partici-
pate in a Noon Show titled
Christmas on the Green.

Dr. Stephen Husarik,
Westark Carilloneur, will play
Christmas music on the tower
bells.

Directly following Husarik’s
performance, Student Activi-
ties will organize student
Christmas caroling. The entire
Noon Show should last for 20-
30 minutes.

“We will invite as many stu-
dents as possible to join us.
Pamela Schultz, director of
First Edition, will help us get
some singers out,” Stacey
Jones, director of Student Ac-
tivities, said.

Student Activities has been
planning the Noon Show for
several months. Originally,
Christmas on the Green was
planned as an evening event.

Due to late planning, the
schedule was changed.

“We [Student Activities]
wanted to have 300 voices sing-
ing contemporary songs. We
planned to invite area church
and high school choral groups,
but many of them had other
plans for Dec. 8, so, we had to
change the plans,” Jones said.

Along with area churches
and Christmas programs
scheduled that night, the ballet
production of The Nutcracker

also opens.
In  January, Student
Activities will form a

committee to plan Christmas
on the Green as a large-scale
activity for next year.

“l would like to ask several
high school and church choral
directors tojoin the committee,
but right now | don’t know who
I will ask,” Jones said.

For more information about
Christmas on the Green,
contact Student Activities at
788-7301.

Don't watch

Heating and air-conditioning mechanic Lucius Corbett donates
blood atthe StudentActivities Blood Drive held in Fullerton Union

on Oct. 25.

Outstanding students honored

Each year, the Fort Smith
Public Awareness Committee
(PAC) selects seven outstand-
ing students, chosen from
sophomores of the seven divi-
sions.

“The students are chosen
through a criteria that was set
up about 20 years ago, which
deals with the student's GPA
and their leadership at We-
stark and in the community,”
Richard Gordon, president of
the PAC, said.

As their outstanding stu-
dent, members of the Technol-
ogy Division chose Katrina
Coleman, drafting technology
major, from Mountainburg,
who will graduate this spring.
She was selected into the
Scholar-Preceptor Program.

The Division of Social and
Behavioral Science chose Kylee
Connor, psychology major, from

Fort Smith. She has accumu-
lated 25 credit hours with a 4.0
GPA.

She plans to study journal-
ism and get her master's degree
in counseling psychology.

The Division of Humani-
ties chose Leanna (Humphries)
DelLeon, journalism major,
from Pocola, OK. She is the
editor ofLion Pride, a member
ofthe Pride ofWestark and the
Westark Honors Organization
(WHO).

The Division of Business
selected Julie Dunn, office ad-
ministration major, from
Mansfield.

She has been on the Dean’s
List every semester since start-
ing at Westark.

Dunn received the Ralph
and Melanie Speer Scholar-
ship, which is based on ACT
scores.

The Outstanding Student
for the Division of Computer
Information Systems is Glenda
Jordan, microcomputer appli-
cations major, from Fort Smith.
She is the mother of two girls.

After graduating from
Southside High School in 1984,
she worked as aregistered den-
tal assistant and is pursuing a
career change.

The Division of Health Oc-
cupations chose Anissa Miller,
nursing major, from Fort
Smith. She is a member ofthe
Arkansas National Guard and
the Sebastian County Demo-
cratic Women.

She holds the office of assis-
tant secretary of the Lincoln
Child Care Parent Booster
Club and is the president ofthe
Student Nurses Association,
Westark Chapter.

The Division of Science,

Math and Engineering selected
Charles Stevens, chemical en-
gineering major, from Fort
Smith. He plans to transfer to
the University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville in the fall of 1996
to complete his engineering
degree, and then apply for ad-
mission to medical school.
Charles has played the
trumpet with the Westark Jazz
and Concert bands. He is also
a member of the Pre-Medical
Students Association.

“Students can be mothers,
fathers, traditional or nontra-
ditional. It doesn’t matter,” Dr.
Terry Barnes, vice president for
instruction, said.

These outstanding students
will be honored at a reception
sponsored by the Sheraton Inn
and an awards ceremony on
Dec. 7 in the Flanders Build-
ing Lecture Hall.



One year ago, a Japanese
native left her home, family,
friends, and career to come half
way around the world to teach
the language and culture ofJa-
pan at Christ the King Catho-
lic school.

“My friends said | was crazy.
They told me that | should not
quit my job. They said that
when | got here | would not
have any money,” Miyuki Hori,
undeclared major, said.

Hori grew up in Tokyo. At
the age of 18, she attended an
all women'’s junior college in
Tokyo as a home economics
major.

Over the course of two
years, Hori accumulated 44
credit hours. Hori explained
thatjust getting into college in
Tokyo was difficult.

“In Japan, we have to take
a test before we can become a
student at any college. | had
to study six to eight hours ev-
ery day to prepare for the
exam,” Hori said.

After junior college, Hori
went to work at a bank in To-
kyo where she worked for the
next eight years until she
joined the exchange program.

How does a person travel
from Tokyo, Japan to Fort
Smith, Arkansas, USA, leav-
ing behind everything and ev-
eryone she has ever known?

“l was reading the paper one
day, and | saw an ad in the pa-
per for the exchange program.
| thought it was interesting, so
| applied and was accepted,”
Hori said.

When she came to America,
Hori taught at Christ the King
for ayear before deciding to en-
roll in college.

“l realized that when | was
teaching students at Christ the
King, | had trouble communi-
cating with them, and that is
why | wanted to go to school
here,” Hori said.

Cultural diferences explained

Explaining the differences between the Japanese and English languages
is Miyuki Hori. Miyuki is currently enrolled at Westark.

Hori said that she believes
Westark is a very good college,
even better than thejunior col-
lege she attended in Tokyo.

“Classes averaged 40 people
and most of the time, the in-
structor didn’'t even know your
name. However, here at We-
stark, the staffis very good and
very kind,” Hori said.

Hori describes Japanese
schools as tough. For instance,
Japanese students must learn
three separate forms ofwritten
language. One of the lan-
guages was developed after

World War Il for people com-
ing into Japan. This language
was meant to make trade
easier between Japan and
other countries. The second
form ofwritten language is the
common form of written lan-
guage used in Japan. These
two languages consist of 48
symbols each, twice as many as
the English language.

The third language is com-
posed of approximately 5,000
symbols, each with their own
meaning. For example, the
name Miyuki consists of two

symbols, the first meaning
deep and the second meaning
snow. Hori stated that this is
a common practice in Japanese
culture.

“l was born in November
and it had just snowed. That
is why my parents named me
Miyuki,” Hori said.

According to Hori, other
than having specific meanings,
Japanese names are also spo-
ken and written using the last
name first and the first name
last.

International students must
take an examination called the
Test of English as a Foreign
Language. To enter Westark,
an international student must
score 450 o f600 possible points.

“The test was very hard. It
took me about three and a half
hours to complete,” Hori said.

According to Hori, the Japa-
nese culture is not as different
from American culture as most
Americans think. Although
there are differences, such as
the fact that the Japanese
drink iced coffee and eat raw
fish, there are many similari-
ties between American culture
and Japanese culture.

“In Tokyo, we had a lot of
fast food restaurants, which we
really like. After work, | would
often go out with co-workers to
have drinks, where we might
talk about our boss or do
karaoke,” Hori said.

Hori hopes to graduate from
Westark in two years and re-
turn to Japan to teach the
Japanese language to people
coming into the country.

“There are a lot of South
Asians who come to Japan to
work, and | would like to help
them learn Japanese,” Hori
said.

Currently, Hori is enrolled
in 16 credit hours and is ac-
tive in Student Activities Coun-
cil and the Multicultural Club.



Center looks to repeat
as national champions

A native of south Chicago,
Lady Lion Alisa Burris, com-
munications major, looks
toward to a season repeat af-
ter being a part of the 35-0
championship team last year.

“l think Westark has a real
fine basketball program. It is
a winning program with nice
coaches and nice players. Ev-
eryone here welcomed me with
open arms,” Burris said.

The 6'2” center averaged an
outstanding 18 points per game
as well as an average of eight
rebounds per game last season.
This season, Burris is working
more toward improving her
outside game and shot.

According to Coach Louis
Whorton, women’s head bas-
ketball coach, because other ac-
complishments, Burris has be-
come a true asset to the We-
stark Lady Lions program.

“Besides being one of the
best players in the country
Burris is also a great leader off

the court. That kind of leader-
ship can't be taught. She is a
real down to earth young lady,”
Whorton said.

Winning the National
Championship and receiving
the mostvaluable player ofthe
regional tournament are
among Burris's greatest
achievements.

Burris did not begin playing
basketball until her freshman
year in high school where she
played for the varsity team.

“My dad pushed me to play

Kaundart spirit

Coach leaves

With the passing of former
Westark Basketball Head
Coach Gayle Kaundart, a defi-
nite impression and mark of
excellence has remained to
blanket the College.

Kaundart began coaching at
Westark during in 1974. His
career developed into 13 win-
ning seasons with the Lions. In
his first year as a college coach,
Kaundart's team pulled to-
gether an outstanding 32-4
record.

Westark Athletic Director
Jim Wyatt came to the Lion’s
basketball program as
Kaundart's assistant in 1974.

“l think he brought a pres-
tige to the Westark program
that no one else could have at
that time,” Wyatt said.

Head Coach Kaundart and
Assistant Coach Wyatt com-
bined for seven bi-state titles,
as well as seven regional titles.
In each of the 13 seasons
Kaundart coached at Westark,
the Lions managed to grab an-
other state title. Kaundart
added an explanation point to
his impressive record with the
capture of the Junior College
National Championship in the
spring of '81, despite a slow
start with an even 2-2 record.

“With what he brought to

basketball when | was younger,
but | didn’t seriously start play-
ing until high school. | really
enjoy playing now,” Burris said.
In the future, Burris hopes
to have a career in broadcast
journalism. Until then, she is
looking toward basketball to
further fund her education.
Despite already receiving sev-
eral recruitment letters from
universities, Burris has nar-
rowed her college choices to
DePaul, Louisiana State, and
Michigan University.

lives on

the Westark program, it abso-
lutely took us to another level.
There was a time when
Kaundart was more of a disci-
plinarian,” Wyatt said.

As the players and the game
evolved, so did Coach
Kaundart. Tom McKinney
played under Kaundart's
Northside High School Grizzly
ball team when they captured
the state title in 1965. From
there, McKinney picked up a
scholarship to UCA. After com-
pleting college, McKinney be-
gan a 25 year coaching career.

“One example of Kaundart’s
character adaptability that |
remember best occurred
during our first year here. The

“After | finish my two years
here, | plan to go to a univer-
sity. Then | might go overseas,
or tryout for the Olympic Team.
After | complete my basket-
ball career, | plan go back
and finish my major in
communications,” Burris said.
The ladies will close out the ‘95
year by hosting St. Gregory
Dec. 4, and traveling to Rose
State Dec. 7. Westark will play
back-to-back games against
Western on Dec. 9 at home and
Jan. 6 at Western.

legacy

players had just won a balt
game, and we were on our way
back to Fort Smith. After each
road win, the players would
start a song that involved
calling a player’'s name out
loud,” Wyatt said.

“When a name was called,
the player would perform a
little dance in the middle isle
ofthe bus. The kids finally got
brave enough to include the
coaches. When Coach
Kaundart got up and danced,
it was something the team
really enjoyed. Dancing was
not one of his strong suits,” he
said.

“There was atime when the
song never would have oc-
curred. That was one of his
strongest qualities. His ability
to change with situations, and
still get the job done,” Wyatt
added.

Kaundart's accomplish-
ments earned him a spot in the
Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame,
and in the University of the
Ozarks Hall of Fame after his
retirement from Westark in
1987.

A champion in every re-
spect, Kaundart will be remem-
bered for the intangible gifts he
gave to those fortunate enough
to know him.



