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The Timber Interests 
A.rkansas is rich in forests'of stand• 

ing timber, and the lumber · industry 
is destined to be a source of great fu. 
ture wealth and prosperity to Van 
Buren. Its importance at the pres­
ent time is scarcely realized by any­
one. As an industry it is but yet in 
its infancy and but little attention 
comparatively speaking, has been 
g iven to developing and ut ilising t his 
very important factor e ithe r for man­
ufacturing purposes or for lumber. 
T he northern st.ates a re rapidly los­
ing their timber and are already be­
ginning to look to the south for their 
supply. With the growth of this 
state, the increase of wood-wo rki ng 
manufactures, t he advent of bette r 
rdilroad shipping facilities and the 
foreign demand for lumber of all 
kinds naturally has placed the ti mber 
resources very high, and furnished a 
nch source of wealth to , \tan Buren, 
grov.'ing in importance each year. 

"King's Hand Tlook of the United 
States ," oo page 6 5, says : "Tht:re 
are about 30,000 square miles of tim­
ber )ands in .::i..rkausas, the mostabun­
dant being the.yellow pine." There 
are r $PO◊ square miles of pine land. 
·n,e crpress is found in the swamps 
of t he east and sout h. Differen t 
species of oaks abound, the white oak 

being the most valuable. Yellow 
poplar occurs in t he east, and cedar 
is abundant in the northern moun­
tains. Other valuable woods a re wal­
nut, cherry, sweetgum, hickory, ma­
ple, beech, e lm and ash, persimmon, 
pecan, catalpa, sycamore, bucktye, 
dogwood and locust. "From these 
forests,'' continues this authority, 
"$20,000,000 worth of lumber is cut 
yearly, large shipments being made 
to Europe." Again, on page 68, ap­
pears the following quotation from 
ex-Governor S. P. Hughes, and at 
present an associate justice of the 
Arkansas Supreme Court, viz.: "We 
know that Arkansas abounds in all 
the material e lements of wealth and 
greatness; that she has over 2,000, .. 
ooo ac res of state lands to be do­
nated to actual settlers, and that 
there are within her borders 5.000,-
000 acres of public lands o f the 
United States subject to homestead 
entrv, to be had in 160-acre tracts. at 
a co:o;t of not over $ 20 per tract. 'Ne 
are rich in ti mber, havjng 30,000 
square miles of grand forests of the 
most valuable varieties; rjch in 111in .. 
era ls, having over l Z.000 square miles 
in coal fields, an abundance of iroo, 
manganese, zinc, copper, marble, 
granite, li mestone, lithograph and 
soapstone." 

Mtllions o f feet of choice walnut 
and other commercial woods. are an­
nually cut and shipped from the lo­
cal mills to the no rthern and eastern 
states. A ll classes of build ing and 
fencing t imber arc abundant and 
cheap, and the loca l markets a re sup­
plied with firewood at a nominal cost. 
Some idea may be derived as to the 
vastness of Arkansas' timber forests 
from the fact that it is estimated by 
t hose who know, if cut and sold 
would purchase every acre of land in 
Kansas and Nebraska at their as­
sessed values. 

T he great forests of timber lyi ng 
at the very door o f Van Buren offer 
the g reatest ind ucement~ for the lo­
cation of factories, subject to the 
least possible competition from out­
side points. Arkansas is better 
known throughout the world by 
reason of t he large quantity, and 
gr'eat variety, of its hardwood lum­
ber, than thr0ugh any of its other 
natu ral resour'cts. Vi/est of a Jine 
drawn north and south through Van 
Buren, and for hundreds of miles 
above and below the borders of the 
state, hardwood timber is a rarity. 
\.\food-worki ng factories at points 
outside. of the northern timber s tates 
to supply the territory tributary to 
Van Buren would be a.ta disadvantage. 
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The Coal Interests 

Coal, perhaps one of the greatest 
of civilizers, abounds nt th e very 
door of this city. The g reate r part 
of Crawford cou nty, in which Va n 
Buren is located, and Sebastian coun­
ty, immediately south, is underlaid 
with coal, \'arying from thirty-two 
inches to seven feet in thickness. 
~t is almos t s1110kdess, and burns to 
an ash n~arly as soft as w(Jod ashes. 
I t is in a ll respects equal to, a nd in 
some respects superior to, the best 
steam producing and domestic coal 
found in any other section of the 
country. The following is an aver­
age an,1ly~is o r Crawford county coal : 
Fixed carbon .. . .. , ........ 79.853 
<'\sh ................ , .... 5.999 
Water...... ...... . . .. .. . .915 
Sulphur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.6So 
Vol. hydro. carbon .... 11.353 
S.11ccific gn,vity, 1,327. 

100.000 
Mr. David Dale Owe n, a well 

known geologist, says: "The coal 
of this section is thicker and more 
extensive than in a ny other part of 
r'\rkansas," and reports well defined 
strata o f five feet s ix inches thickness, 
the qualily of whic h he characterizes 
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in the following terms: '"These an­
alysis prove this coal to be semi­
bltuminous, and for richer in fixcO 
carbon Lhan OlOSt of the coals in the 
wc~tern states, ant.I, therefore, twice 
as durable in fire with proper access 
of air. It contains just enough vola­
tile combustible matter to keep it 
ignited without the :,rtificial blast re­
quired for anthracitc ."There are 5,000· 
000 acres of va luable coal fields trih­
uL.ary to Van Duren" 

"In supplying fuel to the >rill)', 

the standard test of allowance is the 
cord of standard oak wood." The 
coals tested by the war departm ent 
during the yeal', with the nombcr o f 
J)O<tnds of each req uired to equal one 
cord of standarJ oak wood , were 
from thirty-six samples sent from 
mines in several states of this coun-­
try and some localities in other parts 
of lhc wor1d, and was as follows : 

Wyoming.... . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,454 
Indiana. . .. .. .. .. .. . . . . 2,698 
Montana.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,722 
Kansas.. ... .. .. . . .. 2,165 
New Mexico..... . . . • . . . . . 2,652 
J llinois... . . . .. .. . • .. . . .. 2,660 
Uta h..... . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . 2,639 
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,267 

Nortll Wales .. ....... . 
Scotland .... ... ......... . 
!Sew South Wal,s .. ... ... . 
British Columbia .... .... . . 
Colorado . .. . ... .. .... . 
Tennessee . ... .... . .... .. . 
,\labama ................ . 
Hi;«TIXGTOl<, 1'kK. (mine run) 

Hu:,;T1:<C'l'O!<, Aut<. (lump) .. 

3,487 
3,024 
2,593 
z,222 
2,229 
2,219 
2,188 
',i65 
,,739 

·under d"tc of May 20, , 895. M. I. 
Ludlng1on1 colonel rmd assistant 
q uartermnslcr general, U. S . . :\ .. and 
chief quartermaster Department of 
:\li~ouri. headquarter:. al Chicago, 
111., wrote lo Col. E. P. S eeley. ouper­
intendent o l the Western Coal a nd 
Mining Com pa ny, that " test had 
been made of t he coal mined :>l Jenny 
L ind, according to the standard pre­
scribed by the war department, with 
the following result . 

Je~Nv L1No..... . . . . . .. .. 1,6iS 

Fuel being ~ne of the 111~in items 
of e xpense in manufacturing, the fact 
of there being such unlimited quanti­
ties at the very doors of the city. and 
that it can be obtained for 7S cents 
per ton in th e s lack and :;1.75 in the 
lump, gives the city a g reat advant­
age in the way of manufacturing, 



Strawberries 

The stra wbe rry ind ustry ta kes p re­
cedence in the vk inity of Va n Buren 
and nov,• there is scarceJr a farmer 
but that ~as fro m 10 to 135 acres de­
voted to this g rowth. T he g ro\ving 
of strawberries in t his localitv has 
only assumed the proportions ~f an 
industry J•ithin the past few years , 
T en years ago but few nat ive farme rs 
rea liz.::d tha t the la nd was ·adapted to 
frui_ts a nd berries. T he Horticul­
tural associalioll, whic h is one of t he 
best in t he s ta te, bas done much to 
foster a nd protect the strawberrv in­
te rest. The topographical location, 
soil and climate in Crawford county, 
is especiall y_adapted to the g rowing 
of strawberries, and as the last few 
years, by reason of t he excellent 
shipping facili ties, has prove n th is 
frui t to be the most profi tab le, the 
acreage bas increased a t the ratio of 
about 200 per ce nt. In '9 5, seventy­
seven cars, containing 45,680 crates, 
\•Vere s hi pped fro i.n Van lhtren, bring­
ing :;;99,827.83, with a net profi t of 
$56,860.80 : in 1896, seventy-s ix 
cars, Containing 4 3~108 crates, bring­
ing $99,691.17, the net pro fi t :;68,-
4.37.37. while this ye.r there were 250 
cars shipped . 

The be rries raised here are noted 
for the ir fine coloring, s ize and 
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lucious flavor. Berries here ripen as 
ea rly ns those forty mi les sou1,h1 and 
one to two weeks ea rlier than the 
same latitude cast or west, and five 
to six weeks ear lier than the country 
adjoining on the north, which, o f 
course, gives t his point a great ad .. 
vantage. Berties in this locality 
ripen as early as the tenth o f April, 
y ield ing from 50 t o I ;o c rntc :.; to the 
acre, which bring an average of from 
$ 1.25 to $ 1.50 per crate, net profit. 
rt is estimated that t here is a s traw­
berry acreage in the county of 1.ftOOO, 
a nd about 2,700 acreage in the vicin­
ity of V an Buren. There is cveq, 
indication that the increase of ac re­
age ill berries aucl fruits in Craw ford 
county will conti nue in the santc ratio 
as in the past. 

Horticultural 
The V an Bure n Horticul tural As­

sociation as jt 110\\' stands, is virtually 
a. reorganization of the Crawford 
Countv Horti cultual Association 
th?t came jnto existence in the year 
1885. A t t:1e time of the ortianiza­
t.ion of the o ld association, whic h 
only numbered six at the begi1,oiug, 
it was not considered necessary to 
have a legal incorporation, but du r­
ing the yea rs l895-96 it was fou11d 
that the old association had ,io legal 
existence and could not collect any 

7 

claims eithe r from railroad com­
p~nies or- other pa rties 'i.Vitb whom 
the association did business, by a 
legal process. 

S hortly a fte r this decision by the 
court, a numbe r of the larger frui t 
g:ro,vers met and formed the present 
association with a capital stock of 
$5000, consis ting of 200 share~ of 
;;25 each, organized under the laws 
o f the state. 

O ne year's e:x perie11ce has demon­
strated that lhc proper plan was 
adopted and the business of the asso­
c i.ation is constantly increasi_ng. 
T his scasou will show shi pm c ots 
through t he association o f 250 to 
300 cars of stra wberr ies, 7 3 to YOO 
cars of other fruits, tuld l OO to 1 50 
c;1rs pota toes and othtr vcgctabk:s, 
;iggregating about three to four hun­
dred thousand dollars . 'lhis asso ­
cia tion, ·which has been a m0st im­
portant one in behalf of the horticul , 
turists of this county, ships forabout 
4 00 fruit g rowers, Its officers a re : 
Geo. R. W ood. pres. ; J. Neal, vice­
prcs.; J. L. Rea, sec .• a nd V-.1. H . H . 
S hibley, treas. 

T he fruit a nd berry ind ustry of 
Crawford county is steadily growing 
iu importance each year. By reason 
o f its favorable loca tion in the Oiark 
mountains, its ~oil, <lrainage a nd 
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waterin g, it is especially adapted to 
fruits. These advantages, with that 
of the protection aff'orded by the 
mountains, gives this locality a su­
perior advantage over other locali­
ties, fruits ripening he re ns early as 
t hose 400 miles south. one to two 
weeks earlier than the same la titude 
east or west1 and five to six weeks 
earlier tl1an the country adjoining on 
the north. Van Buren has, fortu­
nately for these industri, s, had a 
Jarge number of enterprising busi­
ness ri1cn who were quick to realize 
the benefits to be derived from horti­
cultural pursuits, and to take advant­
age of them. In this way, intelli­
gence, combined with capital, has 
done much to foster the g rowing of 
apples, peaches and pears in Craw­
ford county. The Ben Davis apple 
is the leading variety for commercial 
purposes, and often produces from 
300 to 6oo bushels to the acre. To 
give some conception o( the v .. niety 
of apples mised in the state, at the 
Springdale fruit fa ir a few years ago 
there wel'e 300 varieties of apples 
alone on exhibition, and the fruits 
r.iised in Crawford county are of such 
superior quality that they have al­
ways found a ready and profitable 
market, most of the crop being con­
tracted for while on the t,·cc. 

Arkansas has for many years been 
:<nown as a great fruit country, and 
today it stands almost without a peer. 
Its apples received the forst prize at 
the World's Fair in New Orleans in 
l 885 for the best collection, Wilder 
medal for best seedling apple, fi rst 
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priic at Riverside, Cal., first award 
World's Fair, Chicngo. 1893. Attlic 
World's Exposition in New Orleans 
in I 885 it was awarded first prize for 
best display ol apples, peaches and 
pi.;~rs, ;md carried otT thirteen premi­
ums on individual specimens. A gain, 
nt San Francisco, in 1 888, it carried 
off first honors even over California, 
the acknowledged fruit countrr of 
the world. !'ears and peaches are 
equally as successfully grown as ap­
ples. The acreaRc in fruit trees in 
Crawford county is increasing every 
year at least lifty per cent, with an 
estimated acreage ,,t the present time 
of ,1000. Last year 40 cars of peachc,. 
netting $26,ooo, were shipped from 
this point, :tnd one nursery house 
alone reported t he sale of 150,000 
apple, pear nnd peach trees, largely 
the latter, duri ng the last year, wh ich 
were planted in the vicinity of Van 
]luren. and reported 50,000 trees as 
being planted by other parties, which 
will give some idea of the enormous 
growth of this industry. In the. 
mountain prntccl'cd .sections o(' lhc 
Slate there has not been absolute 
failure of the peach crop in 35 years. 

Potato Culture. 
;\ fc,v yen rs ago scarcely any n;itive 

l\ rlrnnsan bclicveo that potatoc~, 
bcrl'ies or fruits could be raised from 
the soil here to any aUvantage, from 
a commercial standpoint. The ex­
periments of ,, few intelligent m~n 
demonstrated, however, that A rknn ­
S:\8 wns one of the g rcatc~t slates in 
lhe union for raising th ose products, 

and to-d:1y the growing of potatoes 
alone has become one of t he great 
industries of the state. £ach year 
vast fortunes are made, and the acre­
age has, for several years back, in­
c reased ench vear two-lold, and will 
contirrnc to i,;crease hereafter at the 
same ratio. The advent of new r'lil­
roads opened up profitable markets 
to the potatoe grower. and the indi­
vidual results in many cases almost 
incred ible. Think of two crops raised 
each year from the same ground; the 
First cro1> )'icldiug from one to two 
hundred bushels, and the second crop 
from fifty to one hundred bushels. 
Potatoes, so far, bave sold at an 
average price of fifty cents per bushel 
for the first c rop, and one dollar per 
bushe l for lhe second; the latter be­
ing raised lnrgely for seed. ln man)' 
cilses in the i,nmediatc vicin ity per­
sons using the best methods, and 
good intelligent management. have 
actually paid for their farms from the 
first year's crop of pota'ocs. One 
grower clt..:ared over $ LO,OOO on both 
c rops.. 

~ature does much for lhe farmers 
here, and where intelligence and 
judgment is used, combined with 
thrift and industry, he very soon be­
comes independent. 

The protection »fforclecl by the 
mountains enables the ~rowers t.o 
ship fruits, berries, veg~tab,es, etc. 
as early a.• localities four hundred 
miles further south. one to ·two weeks 
earlier than lhe same latitude ~ast or 
west of, and five to six weeks earlier 
than the coun try jo ining on lhe north. 



T\vo things, at least, have been 
demonstrated in connection \\.·ith the 
pota to industry of this part of the 
state . C<>nsidered th;it two crops 
can be g,own during the year, it wiJl 
pay to g row potatoes for ma rket, 
thoug h each c rop y ields only one 
hundred bushels per acre. This is 
granted for the reason that it appl ies 
only to crops grown in the hill 
country of this territory. The same 
conditions favoring a hill crop will in 
the case of the river bottom and 
creek land, with fair cultivation, bring 
about a yidd of two hundred bushe ls 
to the acre, exclusive of a second 
crop, which wo\l ld round for the year 
four hund red bushels to t he acre, 
which at an ave rage of fifty cents to 
the bushel equals the val,te of seven 
bales of cotton. 

Last year's second crop sold as 
hig h as o ne dollar a nd twenty-five 
cents per bushel. 

The past year has proven the most 
successful yet in the h istory of potato 
growers ln \Vestern Arkansas, and 
the industry has received an impetus 
which wil1 place it among the most 
importa nt of the resou rces of Van 
Buren during the coming year. 

The southern farmer is ve ry s low 
to grasp new ideas, anq strange to 
say there are many yet living in the 
vicinity of Van B uren who ra.ise noth .. 
ing else but cotto n, whic h does not 
pay nearly as well as those p roducts 
mentioned. Reasoning from lhe pro• 
g ress a lready made along the more 
profi table and intelligent lines 'of hor­
ticultural and agricultural products 
mentioned, it is hard to conce ive 
what magn itude, developments of 

HEADLIGHT FLASHES 

even a decade will reach ; but it is 
certainlr safe to prophesy it will 
pJacc Arkansas in the van of agricul­
tural st:Hes. 

The Cotton fodustry. 

Wbjle the farmers of J\rkansas are 
learning the same old lesson t hat 
eve ry agricultu ral state has had to 
experience sooner or later-tha t it is 
only by dive rsified crops that they 
can prosper as a ,vhole, cotton has 
been II king,. so long, the ir training 
with other products so lirn itecl; com­
bined with ignorance in sonic cas<:s, 
it is extremely difficult to get them 
to raise any othe r crop. It is patent 
to a ny inte lligent person that to grow 
o ne great s taple a t the expense of 
a ll the other products of a n agricul­
tu ral region, is, in the end, an. un­
profitable a nd unsatisfactQry call ing. 
It may build up princely fortunes for 
the fo, ... , but it is always at the ex­
pense of the many. 

Good average crops of this lead in~t 
s t•ple are grown in the uplands and 
larger crops in the valleys. Cotton 
has led a ll othe r crops, five to one, 
ever since the settlement of the coun­
try. It has fashioned and led com­
me rce, and its production is measurt:d 
by millions of dolla rs annually. 

T he State o f A rkansas is sple n­
did ly adapted to the raising of cotton, 
and this crop, both long and short 
staple, carried off the pre miums . at 
the World's Fair over the whole . 
world. 

It is only within a few years that 
cotton was raised alnlost exclusive ly 
th ro\lghout the state, on the supposi-

tion: that it fonned the only commer­
cial commodity that could be grown 
successfully ; and whi le that belief is 
fast disappearing, cotton still retains 
its s upremacy as the most impo rt.'lnt 
agricultura l industry of the country 
tributa ry to Van Buren. While the 
general impression is that the cotto n 
acr<:ageJ compa ratively .speaking, will 
not increase, ow il,g to the fact of the 
g reater profit and demand of such 
products as fruits, potatoes and 
berries, at the p resent time it takes 
the precedence over any other c rop, 
and fornls one of Van Buren's c hief 
sources of prosperity. T he past sea­
so11 has been one of the largest for 
many years. 

By comparison can be seen the 
enormous g rowth of the cotton in­
dustry ju the vicinity of Van Buren. 
In 1896 only 1 :,,ooo bales were raised 
and in 1897 33,000 bales were raised. 
The recdpts and shipments last year 
exceeds any former year. 

The cotton raised in the country 
t ributary to this city for shipment is 
handled through three principal cot 
ton yards and the Cc.'tton compres5, 
so that the best of ma rkets a re always 
available. 

Besides the cotton received a t the 
cotton yards a nd compress. a g reat 
deal is brought in and shipped direct. 

Not since the season of 189t-2 has 
the cotton business of Van Buren been 
so heavy as during the y ear just closed . 

It will readily be seen that the 
cotton industry alone is sullicknt to 
make V an Bure n an important agri­
cultural center,. not mentioning its 
potatoe, berry a nd fruit industrit·s 
which arc as yet in their infancy. 
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Fort Smith Compress Company 
Has a plant which was established 
as the "Van Rurcn Compress Co" 
in 1892, ,rnd purchased by the above 
comp11ny in 1897. Its officers Hre : 
Geo T. Sparks. pres; Julius Lessee, 
vice-pres; John Vaile, secretary and 
treasurer; John L. Edrington, su_per­
intendent, and J, A. Bnrret, ma n:tger. 
T his plant covers three acres, has a 
capacity ol compressing 900 bales 
couon per day. Employs from five 
to finy men, and during the past cot­
ton season has received for com .. 
press about 35,000 bales of cotton. 
from territory tributa ry to t his po int. 

J. A. Barret, the ,11anager of this 
plant, has occupied such position for 
four years. He was born at Gads­
den, A la., ln 1866; was in the hard­
\\'arc business there for y ears; cnmc 
here in 1_893, and assumed bis pres­
ent n.-sponsible position. 

C. J. Smets, 
Commission merchant, mnkcs a 

specialty of shi pping green and d ried 
fruits, also handles hides and furs, 
eggs, poultry and seeds. He does 
from $50,000 to 575,000 a year ship­
ping to Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, 
Jowa and Jllinois. Last year he 
shipped about 20,000 crates of s traw­
berries and five car loads of peaches. 
He was born at Ut ica, New York, in 
1842, farmed ten years and then went 
in his present busi ness. f-le is inter-­
estcd i11 fruit fonns, many acres being 
devoted to berries. 
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ing the only water in the state per­
fectly adapted to bleaching. paper 
making and ochre paints, and the 
b.:st fo r the latter in the United 
States, according to tests. 

A fi ncly equipped pumping pl,rn t 
is located at the spring, with Den n 
pumping engines.compound duplex­
\\ hich allows one engine for an cmcr­
~enc)1-havi ng a daily capacity of 
,50,000 ga llons. Frvm this station 
the wat er is forced to the sum mit o f 
lhe mountain into a reservoir ho)ding 

:../4 11,illions of gallons of water. This 
1,~,,. -J r.servoir has an elevation of 240 feet 

'- above nrnin strc<.:t tUld a ffords _a pres .. 
eure of 105 pounds to the square 
inch. l\111ply suAicicnt for all pnr-

J 
poses, 3nd is as clcnr when drawn as 
when it first gushes from nature's 

,.,-,:~a.1--1 storehouse. There arc seven miles 

I 
~ of mains, within the city, \vith four 
)\ and eight-inch pipes, a nd 37 hydril/lls 

_ '}f for fir<: protcct,on. 
~ The officers of this company arc: -----<?-~='~~ Thos. Connors. Joplin, Mo., presi­

Van Buren Water Company 

Has been establis hed here s ince 
1892, at a cost of some $50,000, and 
furnishes one of the best water sys­
t ems in the state. T he water supply 
is drawn from l..ee's Creek in the 
Ozark mountains, about four miles 
away. '"l'his stream is fed hv innum­
erable sparkling springs formin g a 
sufficient volume of water of the 
purest quality to supply the city for 
drinking and all other purposes, be-

.----

dent; W. H. Phelps, St. Louis, Mo., 
vice-president; L. L-1. Southmayd, Van 
Buren, secretary, and VV. S. Jon<.:s, 
superintendent and treasurer. Mr. 
Jones resides here, and upon him 
devolves the entire rranagement of 
the plMt. It cou ld not have been 
left in more coinpctent hand3. I l e 
is thoroui::hly co nversant with eve ry 
detail, and is ever mindful of the in­
terests of his patrons and on the alert 
to advance the prosperity of the city. 

Water and light are two essential 
factors in the growth of a cily, and 
Van Buren possesses the best of both, 
with equally as good management. 
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Prof. A. L. Peacher, ci ty su perin­
te ndent o f schools, is serving his 

third krrn. He 
--~ I \-vas born at Lin .. 

,-~ 1 neus, Mo., in 1867; 
,._. took his prepara-

;• tory colle-ge course 
at the B rookfield 
College, B r ook-

- field, Mo., a nd at 
1 

Westmin.ster Col-
Jeg-e, Pu'ton, J\·[o., entering t he Junior 
class at the well-known Woos te r 
U nive rs ity, \,Vooster, Ohio, where he 
took a seve n year classical course, 
n :ceiving the d egree o f M.A. in T $9 ? . 

He carne here from Charleston, Ark , 
whe re he was loc ,ted two y ears in 
the same capacity as at present. 
Pro f. Peache r is what rnig ht be called 
a thorough Southern gentleman and 
scholar in all that the narn e implies, 
possessing a love for his life work, 
wit h hig h ideals along m oral, in­
tellectual, socio logical and educational 
lines, g iving hill1 a specia l fitness fo.r 
the responsil>le position !,e occupies. 
He has the confide nce of the School 
Board, and th rough his supe rvision 
the schools o f this city have reached 
t he highest standing possible with 
the facilities at his command. 

W. B. Pape is s erving- his fi rst 
t,rm as s lwriff o f Crawford county. 

I-le was bo rn a nd 
raised in Ft. Smit.h, 
A rk. I" o r four 
years prior to his 
ekction to this re• 
sponsible office, he 
served tl s assistant 
cash ie r of Craw­
ford Cou nty Bank. 

Mr. l'ape is o ne o f the best k nown 
me n of the countv and st ands we ll 
in the conlrnunity, .. both as a citizen 
and as an officia l. He is 3 S years of 
age, and was elected on the Republi­
can ticke t in a strong ly Democratic 
c;:ounty. 

J. A. F loyd, deputy sheriff of 
Crawford county , 
is no,v serving his 
first te rm, having 
been appointed by 
S he ri ff P ape. H e 
was born in B rad­
ford county, T enn., 
in I 848, a nd came 
to th is county in 

1$$ I a nd e ng:\ged in fa nni og . 
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John M. Weaver, real estate, has 
been in business here for ten years, 

and by reason of 

his large acquain­
tance wit h t he 
people a nd hi s 
knowledge of the 
counlry, is n· e 1 J 
qualified to fur­
nish splendid bar­
gains in city '11ld 

farm property. making a specialty of 
the latter. I-le ,vas born in Ohio in 
1861. lo addition to his other busi­
ness he represents a Jarge number o f 
the best accident and fire insurance 
cornpallies, and hand les p rope rty for 
non-residents, making a specia lty of 
paying taxes tor such parties. 

J. E. Jarvis, postmaster, is a na­
tive o f \<Vest V irginia, born in 1855, 
r,-.:a-a-a-aa-===u Came he re a num­

ber of years ago 
and we nt into the 
grocery business 
wh ic h h e s t i 11 
owns. D uring the 
last campaign he 
took quite an ac­

"""'""""""'!!!IJ tive part; was a 

R epublican county committeeman 
alld also t reasurer of the county cen­
t ral committee. Was appointed post­
rnaster by President ·Mc Kinley. which 
action has g ive n general satisfaction 
to t he community. H is store is well 
pat ronized and carries a full line o f 
everything needed in the way of gro­
ceries and pl'ovjsioos. 

Honoria Austin, M. D., has been 
in practice he re two years. She ha~ 

the distinction of 
being the only 
wo1r1an physician 
in the county. S he 
is a native of Illi­
nojs, born in 186S, 
graduated at the 
Shelbyvi lle High 
School a t 1 8 yea rs 
o f a ge; ta ught 

several terms in lhat county and the n 
received her medical education at the 
American Medical College, of St. 
Louis, taking a four years' course of 
study. D r. J\ustin has a splend id 
practice here, and is state superinte n .. 
de nt oi the p,irity department of the 
W. C. T . U .. and a member of the 
S ta te Eclectic Medical Msociation a nd 
is inedical examine r for t he "Wood­
men Circle ~, at this c it.y. 

M. F. Winn, wholesale commission 
dealer, has been in business here fol' 

nine y ea rs, having 
been a resident for 
nineteen y e:1 rs. Me 
was bori-t in Tate 
County, Miss., in 
l 864, and came to 
Van Bure n ic, 1868. 
H e handles large 
quantities or fruits, 
beri·lcs and v'cf!e~ 

tables, sh ipping to no rthe rn markets . 
Last yea r he handled 5,000 cases of 
s trawberries, nfteen ca rs of peaches 
and fort)>-three cars of potatoes. He 
owns a fine fruit farm out a few miles, 
of , 20 acres. and is also one of the 
owners of the well known H ighland 
Fruit h,rm. He makes a specia lty 
of strawbe rries, peaches and potatoes 
and has unlim ited faith i,t the future 
destiny of the cit)' and county. He 
is a lso a member of the Q ueen City 
Grocery Co. 

L. W. Black, clerk of the c ircuit 

court, is serving his second term, He 
i=====~ = was born at Pa les-

tine, T c x as, in 
1867; came to this 
county in 1870, 
locati ng a t ;\ Ima, 
whe re he \V;tS for 
many years e n -
gaged in me rcan­
tile pllrs uits. He 

was e lected 0 11 the Democra tic ticket 
and has made a very popular a nd ef­
ficient public o ffic ia l. 

Rev. James B. Stevenson, pastor 
of the F irt t Methodis t Church, V~t\ 

lh1l'e n1 was born, 

' in Little R i ve r· 
county, A rkansas,~ 
n ea r Richmond, . 
October 24, 1 860; 
was reared ln Te n•­
nessee and .:~ la-
bama. He was . 
I 1,ccnscd to p.-eaclt 

in his twe ntkt h 
vear; was ordained Deacon on Nc­
~embe.- 29, 1885, and ]~Ider in 1887 .. 
His wo rk as a minister has· beent 
largely in A rkansas. Hi.s prese-t\lt 
charge is iu a. rnost prosperous <::o r: .. 
dltion. 



W. P. Sadler, deputy clerk of the 
c ircuit court, has a reco rd to be prond 

of, ha.vi.ng served 
continuously ;:\ s 
deputy for 
seven years. l\,fr. 

Sadler was bvrn 
in Logan county, 
A rk, in 186 3. He 
a ttended the In­
d ustria l Unive r­

sity ; served in the same office he 
now holds in his nat ive county. He 
is an atton)ey by profession, having 
read ,111der Judge H umphry of the 
12th circuit; practiced Jaw there 
three vears and then located here, 
where ·he was appointed to his p res­
ent position. 

J. T. Clark, photogra pher, has 
been located here nine y<.:'a rs, coming 

f. 1', C l,AQ ~ r.\ QS. J, 'l' . .(11) ... ◊1'-0S 

from I ndiana, his native state, where 
he was born, in 1859. He has been 
engaged in his present business for 
eighteen years; learned photogr;i ph y 
at Iola. Kans, then located at. Eklo ­
rado Springs, }\'(0. 1 and then came 
here . Mr. Clark is the only photog­
rapher in the county. H is s tudio 
t urns ou t all kinds of crayon, land­
scape work, and info.ct everyth ing in 
it.5 line. By reason of Mr. Clark's Jong 
experience he is fully prepared to cx­
<::Cute all orders in an artistic and fin­
ished maaner. His assistant and re­
touche r is Mrs. J. T. Edmonds, who 
is an experienced artist. 

It is sufficient endorsement of his 
work to say that he execu ted a ll of 
the pictu res for the cuts in this book. 

J. H. Branson, tlte present county 
treasure r of Craw­
f o r d county, is 
serving his sevo nd 
terrrn. I le was born 
in 1856 and was 
raised in the coun­
t ry, following the 
oc c u p ation of a 
farmer. :\lr. Bran­

son was e lected on the Repub lican 
ticket. 
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J. L. Rea, sec reta ry of the Van 
Buren Ho rticultural .i-\ssociation, is 
one of the best known men in the 

county, and per­
haps the best 
posted man to 
be found ns to 
the naturnl, ag­
ricultural, a nd 
horticu 1t ura 1 re­
sources of Craw­
ford coun ty. He 
w as bor n i n 

J 85 J, and came here from Tennessee 
sixteen years ago. D uring hi$ resi­
deuce here he has served as maror, 
alderman and city recorder, beiug ap­
pointed to fi ll unexpired terms in each 
case. He has always been engaged, 
more or less, in fruit fanning, and is 
now inte rested in several fruit farms. 

Thr<'ugh this associationJ which 
takes in as members all those doing 
business at this point and has a very 
large men1bership, Mr. Rea handles 
hundreds of thousands of dollars an­
nually. I le has the confidence of all 
and has clone m uch to advance the 
iuterest of the members and farmers 
generally, and has a lways been one 
o ft he foremost in a ll public enterprises. 

W. H. Peters, co unty assessor, 
was elected at the last eJection on the 
Republican ticket in a strong Oemo­

<:r;1tic county. He 
was born in this 
cou nty in 1 8 S 6., 
followed farming 
until he w~iS twen­
ty-six years o-1d, 
when he engaged 
in the liquor bus;­
ness. He served as 

constable for several years. He claims 
to know mo re people in the county 
than anyone else here. 

Rev. P. Enright has been pastor 
of S t. Mrchael' s Catholic Ch urch for 

two years. He re­
ceived his t heolog­
ical education at 
the university at 
E m rnetsbu rg, Md., 
havjng prior t.here- · 
to take n a f u ll 

course at the ra­
mous Mungret col­

lege of Limerick, Ireland, his native 
place, where he was bo rn in 1867. 
He was o rdained si~. years ago and 
went to Lillie Rock charge; from 
there to Fayetteville and then he re . 

H. C. Wood was born he re in 
J 866, and has a lways rtsided in this 

city. Ile attend­
eel the Unive rsity 
o f Virginia, taking 
a course in the 
lega l department. 
Upon the com• 
pletion of stud ies 
he and his brothe r 
Jesse \,Vood, went 

into th.: grocery business under the 
firm name of W 00d Bros. 

Mr. L. H. Sout hmavd a fte rwa rds 
became associated with them io gen­
eral mc rclrnndjse, lhe fi rm name be .. 
ing changed to Wood Bros. & South­
mayd . Latcron Mr. Wood d isposed 
of his interest in this firm and be­
came the junior member of the wel l­
known wholesale g rocery house of 
S hibley & \Vood, which is now doing 
business of over half a millio n dolla rs 
annually. 

llfr. Wood, while a young man, 
has won an e nviable reputation in 
the commercial world as an e nter­
prising and progressive business man. 
The members of the Wholesale Gro­
cery Association recently showed 
their ap preciation of his ability by 
electing him presiden t of that body. 

He was a membe r o f the city 
council last year. 

S. A. Miller is a native of this 
city, having first seen the light of day 

forty years ago. 
He attended the 
State U niversity 
at Fayetteville, af­
te rv.-·ards read la \V 

in the o ffice o f 
Judge Brown here 
and was admitted 
to practice, and 
has been engaged 

in his profession since 1 $S2. Mr. 
Miller re presented this district as state 
senator, session of '89-91, with credit. 

II . \Veems, M. l)., is a g rndnate 
of the Chicago College o f Pharmacy, 

class of 1873, and 
of the Vanderbilt 
University Medical 
Department, Nash­
ville, Tenn., class 
of 1881. He is a 
memt,er of th e 
American Medical 
}\s..,;ocintion an d 

the Crawford Coonty Medical Society. 



Rev. G. N. Wall, the regularly in­
sta lled pastor of the Cumbe rla 11d 

P r esbyterian 
Church o f Van 
.Bul'eO: was born 

in :VIcLean coun­
ty, Kentucky, in 
1846; received his 
theolog ic;1l educa­
tion at the Cum­
be rland Universi­

ty, of Lebanon, Tennessee, and was 
o rdained to the whole wo.-k of the 
ministry in 1 8i3. His first regular 
pastorate was at Kewburg,, Indiana, 
at which place he remai ned several 
years, going to Pennsylvania in t8S4, 
and soon became the pastor of the 
West Finley co11gregatio11 . Duriug 
his pas torate at West F inley the con­
gregation erected one o f the hand­
som<:st church edifices the denomina­
tio n has in the stat<::. But on account 
of the rigid climate, a nd not possess­
ing a robust co11stitution, } Ir. \Nall 
resigned h,is pastorate after five years 
and ca me west. ll is present charge 
is a united and pleasa nt one. Io ad­
ditio11 to his pastora l duties he is the 
associate ed itor of the u Arkansas 
Cumberland Presbyte rian," a church 
paper published in Fort Smith, i\rk. 

James Cass, M. D., is a native of 
North Caroli11a, born in 183 1. He 

has been in active 
pr'actice continu-­
ously for over 30 
yea.rs. H as been 
a resident of the 
st ate twenty-six 
years, of this city 
for nine years. He 
went fron1 his na-. 

tive state to l11dia11a. rcsidfog there 
nine years, then to J\·lissouri where he 
lived thirty years, and from t he re to 
this sto1te . He is a homeop athist. 

John S. Merrill is Chief of Police 
of this c ity, being a ppointed a 

year ago last April 
I and elected last 

1 

Ap1il. He was 
born in Texas I thirty yea rs ago, 

1 
but hns lived here 

1
since c hildhood, 
being associated 
\\.'ith the well-es­

tablished meat firm of Merrill Bros. 
The Chief is a modest official, but 
none the Jess effic:i<:.-nt, and has many 
fricuds . 
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Mrs. Emify Wall, wife of Rev. G. 
N. Wall, pastor of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, is a well -known 

teacher of music 
in lhis sec tion of 
the country. She 
was born at Hum­
boldt, Te,11\\'ssee, 
and studied many 
years un d c r th e 
best instructors of 
music ln Nash ville 
and Memphis, fin­

ishing her musical education at the 
famous ''Cincinnati Conservatory of 
f\l usic," of Cincinnati, Ohio. :\:frs. 
\Vall has had an extensive experi­
ence in study and practice, and makes 
piano and voice cu lture her favorite 
work. Her musical abilities are fully 
recognized and she has many pupils . 

H. C. Pernot, e x-alderman of the 
First ward, has always been foremost 

.,..,,...,===== in promoting the 
growth a nd pros­
perity of the city. 
He is chie f of t he 
fir e department 
and vice-president 
of the Arkansas 
State Firemen's 
Association. It is 

la rgely due to his efforts that the 
city has its present we ll equipped 
and disciplined fi re department. He 
has ~ well stocked store of lamps, 
glassware and queensware, and car• 
rics everything in his li ne. He was 
born here in 1855, and has been in 
his present business for eight yea rs, 
having formerly been a photogra ph ~r. 
In addition, he carries a large line of 
picture mould ing and does a ll kinds 
of picture framing. 

J. M. Ruttan, painter and paper 
hanger, has been in ·business h ere for 

r-==------;;;;a;a t e n years. I-I e 
was born here in 
1859, and has al­
ways worked a t 
this trade, having 
had a long exper • 
icnce, by reason 
of which he is pre­
pared to do the 

best o f work in his line. He has 
done the largest part of the work 
here du ring the past five years. He 
also furnishes paints •and pape.r. Coli' 
all kinds· o f work. 

John Kerwin, wholesale harness 
and sad.die rnanufacturer and dealer, 

~~"" 
has been in bust .. 
ness since 1886, 
and ls 011e o f the 
best known busi­
ness n-1en in the 
county. Mr. K e r­
\vin \Vas born _in 
Fort Smith ; has 
always bc'?n em-

ployed in the t rade 
and is we ll qualified to furnish the 
best of goods in his line. This fact 
is apprecia ted here, where he does 
nearly a ll the ha rness business. He 
is a very enterprising and public-spir­
tted merchant. and in addition to 
whol esa le manu facturing of sadd le ry 
and harness, does a large retail trade 
in those goods besides whips, blan­
kets, etc., and handles all kinds of 
light ve hicles, being agent for the 
well known Mvon Hros., of St. Louis. 
Also sells t he "Ideal," " Cleveland" 
and " Columbia " bicycles. Keeps 
sever• I men employed, and does all 
k inds of harness repairing-. 

James Hays, city treasu1·er, was 
appointed last De­
cember by the 
last council to 
fill an unexpired 
te rm. He was 
born in D urant, 
Miss., in 1869; 
came here in 1890 
and e ntered the 

employment of the St. Louis, Iron 
Mounta in & Southern Rail way as 
cashier of the freight a nd ticket 
office, which position he still occu­
pies. Last spring he was elected 
treasun:r. 

R. T. Hunt is ·a native of 1Vbssis­
sippi, born in 1 869. Came here nine 

years ago and en. 
tered the Craw­
ford County Bank 
as book - keeper. 
He afterwards en­
gaged in the gro­
cery business and 
later on changed 
to fu rniturc trade, 

which venture he s<ill follows. Has 
a nice stock of goods and has been 
successful in that line. He served as 
c ity recorder last year. 



H. C. Johnson, d rugs, has been 
in business here for fifteen years. He 

is a native of Illi­
llois, born in 1 848, 
was formerly en­

gaged in l he prac­
tice of medicine, 
b ut has retired 
from active prac­
tic e. He carries 
a full line of med­

icines, drugs, e tc., t\nd has commodi 
ous qua rte rs. Makes a s pecialty of 
fi lling p rescriptions. T he docto r is 
a practical optician as well, and car­
ries in connection a full line o f opti­
cal goods. Has the best of appara­
tus for the p urpose and can fit and 
furnish a ny kind o f speetacles re• 
quired. 

Giles Lucas, M. D., is a gradua te 
of the well known college of physi­

cians and surgeons 
of Baltimore, Md., 
class of 1887. He 
also rece ived an 
ad e,rndem diploma 
in 1 894 from the 
Missouri Medical 
C ollege of St. 

I.,ouis. He prac­
ticed several years in )10 rth Carolina 
and has been he re. fo r five yea rs ; is a 
me mber of the S t«te Medical Asso­
ciation anti of the Crawford County 
~fod ical Society, and a me mber of 
the c ity Hoard o f H ea Ith. He is a 
native of N orth Carolina, born in 
1 860 . lie also took • pos t-·graduatc 
course in the Polyclinica l H osp ital of 
S t. Louis. 

W. C. Bostick, co unty and pro­
ba te c lerk o f Crawford co unty, is 
serving his second t(;!rm. He is one 

o f the old resi­
dents of Van Bu­
re n, having been 
b o rn here fift)'­
t hree years ago, 
a nd has always re­

s ided here. He 
was forrnerly en­
gaged in the fruit 

growing industry. T hrough his long 
residence here he has a verv c; te.n­
sive acquai1)tance and man)~ friends 
in the county . He was e lected on 
the De mocra tic ticket. 
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D. H . Miller wr,s born in Georgia 
in 18; 9 ; came he re in 1 $$ 1 and b e­

cc11ne interested in 
the S011lh111nyd­
:Vlillcr O ry Goods 
Co., of II hich he 
js vice-president. 
He also owns a 
large inte rest in 
the Van 'Buren 

Fruit Co. This 

company owns 200 acres, J 75 of 
which a re devoted to berries. Mr. 
Milkr has been engaged in the dry 
goods business si nee 1879. He serv­
ed as alderman last year. 

E . L. Matlock was born and ra ised 
in Crnwford county, h:s parents hav .. 

i ng settled herein 
~ - - ---~ lhe early '4ds. 

He se rved as city 
recorder for hvo 
terms, s e v e r a 1 
}'ears ago and two 
terms in the city 
council. 

Mr. Matlock is 
a lawyer by pro• 

fession and has practiced in this city 
for ejght years, having received his 
legal educatio n in lhe o flice of Be rk­
ley Neal of Va n Bure n. 

W. · H . Hayman is a native o f Cin­
cinnati, O hio, born in 1852. He is a 

. - ------
machinist and ma.-

rinc engineer by 
trade, a nd com­
menced engineer­
ing on the i\•Iissis .. 
sippi a nd Ohio 
rivers at the age 

o f 19, following 
. that pursuit for 

many years, 6nal­
ly o btaining the highest grade eng in­
eer's license issued. 

Mr. Hayma n settled he re when 
young, and for ,five years past has 
been e ngaged as superintendent of 
the Van Buren Ice & Coal Co. He 
\1,,·as a member 01 the city council 
last year. 

J. M. Wa lsh, train-maste r o f 
the Missouri Pacific Railway, lo­

ca led at Van B u­
ren . has been i11 
such capac.ity for 
the past five ye~rs. 
He ha s been co11-
sc.antly engaged in 
the railway service 
s ince 1879, a nd be• 
rorc assuming his 

present position he was c1nployed in 
the same capacity for t he Newport 
News and Mississippi Valley Rail­
way. He is a native of Des I\·1oines, 
lowa, born in 186 2, an d by reason of 
his long experience in his vocation 
makes a very efficient official, and 
has made his road a very popular 0 1.1e 

at this point. 

Rev. G. W. Flowers, pastor of the 
Trin ity Episcopal 
Church, has b een 
in charge here for 
five years. H e 
w a s b o r n at 
Louisville, Ky., in 
1854. II e grad­
uated from t h e 
{ ,ouisvillc Univer­

s,ly a nd t he n took his theolog ical ed­
ucation at the Alexandria Seminary 
of Virgioia. recei\''in1g the degree of 
M. A . from th e <;:olumbus College, 
o f Coiumbus, Ky. He was ordained 
as deac on in 1 876_ a lld p riest in I 877, 
going to the Hickman, Kentucky 
pasto rate, then to Ceda r Ra pids, Ne­
braska, and from there to this city . 

1'. B. Coppage, chief train dis­
patcher of the Miss?uri Pacific Rail­

way ,located at\Tan 
Ruren, has been in. 
the railroad servke-
1)ineteen y e a rs, 
fo urteen o f which 
as chief dispatcher.. 
He was formerly 
in the employ of 

Chicago & i\ lton 
road at S layton, Jllo.1 as train dis-­
patche r. He was born iu K ent ucky 
in 1 864, a nd has occupied his pres• 
cnt position for four years. l s now: 
serving his fi rst term as a~derman. 



The Frisco Line 
Van Duren has as good transporta­

tion fac ilities as that possessed bl' 
any of the cities of the south, outs ide 
of the largest metro poJitan cente rs, 
which fact has been <) f material ad­
vanta-ge to it in developing its \VOll­

derful natural resources trih utary 
thereto. After vie wing the wo11der­
ful rich ness o f the so.it and climate, 
its marvelous beds of coal and metals 
and numerous o ther equally valuable 
resources, one is not s urprised at its 
ma rve lous g rowth of recent years, and 
the fact that it is becoming known as 
the "new south," N ature has b~cn 
wonderfully lavish to the south, a nd 
all it ueeds is me n and money- both 
of which it is fast obtaining. 

The St. Louis & San Francisco 
Railway Company, better koown as 
the ·' Frisco Llne," furn is hes addi­
t io nal s hipping advantages to Van 
lluren. T his road is owned largely 
by southern capit,,I and me n who a re 
interested more or less in the growth 
of this country, outs ide of their con­
nection with the road. The head­
quarters of this road is at St. Louis, 
where lt has connection with all the 
other great railroads centering there. 

This road has one tho·usand, four 
hundred a nd thirty miles of right of 
way and its termini arc S t. Louis , 
Kansas City, Paris, Texas, Oklahoma 
City and \¥ichita1 Kan.

1 
so that i t m~y 

be strictly called a southern institution, 
and wholly devoted to the deve lop­
me nt of the south. I.t has conneclion 
at Paris with the G uJ f, Co lorado anC 
Santa F~ Railway, the Texas Mid­
l~nd Railroad and the T exas an ti 
Pacific Raihvay, which covers the 
richest portions, a nd a ll the important 
citi es of Texas. F re ig ht is shipped 
from any point south without change 
of cars to anv easten1 cente r. This 
road is no;. conslructj ng a line 
from Boliva r to Kansas City, to 
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be co1n pleted scon. and m operario1~ 
about Sept. 1st , whic h will furnish 
t he mos tdircctroute to the la ttc~r c itv . 

This line cove rs the richest a1;d 
most importa nt cit ies and distrlbutb1g 
cente rs of the states t>f Missouri, 
A rka nsas, Kansas and India n Te rri­
tory., and is doing much to open up 
and deve lop these rich states, as we ll 
as the count ry t ributary to Van 
Buren, furnishing the shortest route 
to Te xas, St. Lo,tis and the east. 

( ts broad and progressive manage­
ment realizes the importance of le t­
ting the outside wo rld know of the 
vast resources of wealth , the salubri­
ous climate, and other numerous ad­
vantages possessed by A rkansas 
above any other state. T he publica­
tion of this issue of HEADt.lGIIT 
F1.ASHRS is only made possible 
through the assis tance of t his great 
railroad S}'Stem. 

The Missouri Pacific Railroad. 
The St. Louis, Iron Mountain a nd 

Southe rn railway touches this city, 
The te rmioi of this road is S t. Louis, 
Mo., C➔ iro. Ill., Puplar Bluff, Mo., 
Memphis, Tenn. , Little Rock. Ark., 
T._:xarka na, .,Alexandria, La., Fort 
Smith, A rk., this city, and Coffey-

ville, Kan., covering seve n southent 
states. T his road is a part o f the 
great Wlissouri Pacific system, and 
connects with that system at S t. 
Louis. This system com prises the 
Iron i\'iounta in road, T exas & Pacfic, 
l n t<;: rnatioua1 & Great Northetn, a nd 
the central bra nch of the Ul)ion 
P,Kific, havil'1g on<:: head, .President 
Gi:o . J. Gould ; a nd coveri_ng alto­
g,c:thc r ove r lh rccen thousand milt:s, 
and furnishi ng s plendid facilities for 
shipments to easte rn, weskrn and 
n,)rthern c01run crcial centers wi_thout 
change of cnrs. 

T he St. Louis, Tron Mountain & 
So\.1the r11 has. a ll of the advantages 
this g reat sys te m gives it , and in ad­
dition has conn~c1ions with nil tht: 
railroads making the large commer­
ci<il cent.ers, ;tt St Louis and o the r 
points. It covers the cotton belt of 
the south, its rich coal fidds,- there 
bdllg t hitty-one coal mines located 
o n its line betwee n Litt le Roe-k and 
Coffe vville,-and some of the SOllth's 
most., produc tive fruit, berry and 
potato lands. During shipping sea­
son as high as fifty freig ht trains pass 
through this city daily on this road. 

This Clty is the divis ional terminus 
of the Coffeyville and Fort Smith 
districts, and the road has located 
here a Jarge r-0und house and repair­
shops, which furnishes employrnent 
to a large number of people. The 
pay ro ll of this company on this 
d ivision, for b.rakemeo and co nductors 
alone, avl!rages $1 5,0::>0 per m onth. 

Jt had shipped out from this city, 
up to 1.vithin a short time ag(), as last 
year's c ro p~ Ii fty-three cars of straw­
berries, fifty-eig ht cars of potatoes, 
three cars of froit, 25,267 bales of 
cotto n and six hundred cars of mis­
cella neous me rc handise, \Vhich g ives 
s ·)me concept ion of t he past season's 
shipments fro m this point. This docs 
not include those shipped over t he 
Frisco road. 
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St. P hilomena's Academy 
Is conJ uctc<l bv t he S isters of 
Mercy o f the St. · M,chad 's Catholic 
Ch urch of Va n Bure n This school 
·was opened last fall, a nd occupies 
the o!d Ogden Mansion ancl has very 
fi ne grounds attdched. All de11ornl~ 
nations arc received a nd the curr icu­
lum is non sectarian, ·all brnnches be­
ing taug ht, from the lo,vest to the 
highest, such as m1;1sic, science, HLcr­
a ture, painting and mathematics. T hjs 
school a lrcad)' numbers over eig hty 
pupils, and is maki ng a good record . 

McKinney-Rea Dry Goods Co. 
Was originally estab lished by the 
Carte r.R ea J\lercantile Co., a nd suc­
ceeded by the present firm in 18<;6, 
which is composed of J. W . McKin­
ney and Jarnts G. O i-n1e . T his fi rm 
has contin uaHy grow n in iin porta ncc 
until it now occuples splend id, c:om-
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mod i n 1s quar~ers in the Tern ple 
building \1.:lth one of lh c b~;;t stocks 0f 
d ry gvods, boots and s ho~s ;111 d men's 
clothing, i,, the city. 1t ~lso has a 
line miJli nery deparlmcnt unde r lhc 
ch ,rg<:: of competen t millint::rs: 

The firrn ma kes a speci~lty of men's 
fine clolhing, this departm.ent bdng 
under the personal supervision of one 
of the firm. 

T he members o f ,the firm a rc both 
progressivc,wide-a wa ke business ,r,e n, 
a hvrlys ready to identify theniselves 
with everythi ng that \Vill advance the 
prosperi ty o f the c ity anrl county. 

Mr. McKinne v is now a member 
of the city co,u;cil, which office he 
has filled several ti mes to the enti re 
sa tis ract,on of hi.s coostituent~. 

The Rose Hotel, 

'.\frs. Rosa Houck, proprietress, is 
fast gaini ng lhc reputa tion of being 
the best hotel in the citv. I t is a 
ve ry nice, clea n, homc•lil~e place to 
s top, and poss<:sses a lancilady who 
ever striv<.:S to gi.ve her guest.s the 
best cuisine and accommod;ni ons ob 
ta inable . Mrs. Houck fonnerlv ran 
this house some five years aio_, so 
succcssru11y that it was c.onsta.nt l}' 
crowded to its utmost capacilv . She· 
r-etired from the b\1siness, h~ weve r, 
soon <1 flc r, and d:.iring her absence it 
foi led to keep up to t he hi11h stancl­
:lrd gained undt: r her rua nagemc nt. 
~ow Lh<1t she h;i s obtained this house 
:1g;1 i.•' lt is ·fast· g.a iPing: its!h,)rn,e r pop­
ll~•;l rity a mong t he td1.velin'g (raternity. 
Every g uc:>t rec:eivcs the same cour­
koos treatment, the determination 
or the landlady be ing to make this 
hostl~ry ti ,·s l-c la!.S i 1) every r~spcc t. 
1'hj~ :..hol<.:I lH1S accommodations fo r 
tw~nty•~ve guests, rates $2.00 pe r day, 
cb-ca pe'r. 'rates by the \vcek a nd month. 

The Boston S tore, 
Max J. Mayer a11d Max A. Mayer, 

prop rietors, was established thirteen 

years ago b)' Baer Bros. & r uller, 
and succeetkd, by t he present firm 
in , S92. 

T he q uarters occupied hy this firm, 
consisting of two floors or a doub le 
sto re, was constructed expressly for 
it, and is one of the best arranged 
s to res in the state, containing every 
modern· facility for the quick a nd 
easy transaction o f business. 

This Ifirm handles a general s tock 
of dry goods, boots and shoes, cloth­
ing, and the fi nest line of carpeting in 
the State. F ifteen persons find em­
ployment in this house, which has a 
trnde within a radius of sixty miles. 
T his firm ru'ns a large branch s tore at 
Beotonv illc, Ark., ca rry ing $20,000 
s tock; does considerable jobbing 
trade besides retail, aod a ltogether 
its business reaches eno rmous p ro­
po1t io ns. 
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Southmayd-Miller Dry Goods Co. 

Was established as Shibley & 
Vlood in 1878; in 1885 it was 

· succeeded by Wood Bros. & 
Southmayd, and in 1889 by 
th~ present compa ny, which is 111· 

corporated with a capital stock of 
$ 25,000, with the following as offi­
cers: L. H. Southmayd, prcside,u; 
D. TI. ·Miller, vice-president; George 
R. Wood, secretary and treasurer. 

Besides this company's large s tore 
at Van Buren i t has an e xtens ive one 
at Alma, nine rn iles from here1 in 
charge of J. I'. A rnold. 

Some conce ption of t he vo lume of 
the business done by this house may 
be gained from the fact that it cm­
p loyes fifteen clerks in both stores, 
an nually selli ng over $10<>,000 worth 
of goods, 

T he Van Bure n store con tains 
9,000 feet of floor space, fi lled with a 
splendid stock of d ry goods, boots 
and shoes, clothing , carpt>t ~, etc. 

This house also does a la rge busi­
ness in t ile handling o f cotton, which 
has reached extensive proportions, 
reaching o ut eve n to a djo ining states. 
T he men who co,npose th;s co1H piu1y 
a rc t he best kno wn 111 the county, 
a nd each stands (or what is best in 

the interests of this section of the 
country. 

Messrs . Southmayd a11d Wood have 
for ma ny yevrs been identified with 
every movement to advance the city's 
wcllfare or the development of Craw­
ford county, each possessing the en­
tire confide nce of the cornmunitv. 

' , 

Van Buren Electric Light Plant, 
R. /l'l. Johnston, prop rietor, ,vas 

established last September, and is 
o ne of the pre ttiest a.11 rl best ever 
erected. The building occ upied by 
this company was erected and de­
signed especi~lly for this purpMe. 
and all o r the machinc rv co .,,,ccted 
with it selected aftCr a lo~g and care ... 
ful test and experience l>y the best 
exper ts, and as a result Va n Bm:en 
has just ca use to be proud. not on ly 
of the owne r, M r. Joh nston, but of lhe 
splendid service furnished. The fran­
chise \\.'as obta ined and plant e rected 
by R.. M. Johnston, of St. E lmo, Ill. 
A franchise was given by the city ror 
fifteen years. T he p lant was con• 
strncted by the well-known fi rm of 
Fuller & Tl'i.t le, of S t. Louis, Mo.: it 
is 30,;i 5 f<lct,built of brick a nd prac­
tically firep roof. The boile r-room is 
sepanu e from the 1nac hin ery aod con­
talns t wo boilers of 100-ho rst·-?owe t· 

\',\ N nUKEN RL n.cl'JUC LIGll'l' C'LA~T 

each . The n1otivc power is furnished 
by a Russell engine, J 60 ho rse-pO\ve r, 
whic h ru11s two i11ca 11descent dvna­
mos and one a rch dynamo, a ll of .them 
having ample power to furnish sev­
e ral t imes the powe r now req uired, 
which is l ooo in candescent and lhir­
teen arc light,, . 

IVJ r. Johnston is, comparative ly 
speaki11g, a. y o ung rnan, having been 
born at S t. Elruo in I 874, a nd ce r­
tainly may be e xcused for be ing 
p roud of his pla nt, w hie h might be 
sa id to be one of the most im portant 
industr ies of the city. 

F. G. Kerr, 

Drugs, is one of the best kt10\\.'ll 
me n in the -city. and has the confi­
dence of all. Be has been in the 
drug busine5S here fo r eleven years; 
W (I.S born in Salioe county, j\fo., in 
I S57. He carries a full line of med i­
cines~ drugs. paint s, oils, etc., a nd 
makt s a specia_lly of co111 j>ound ing 
physic iai,s' prescriptions. He served, 
a ft:\V years a go, on the S tate Board 
of P h~rmacy .fo r four years, acting as 
prcs.ident for pa rt of the time. [le is 
one of the d irectors of the Cit i7.ens' 
Rank a nd pa rt owner and agent for 
the R iversltlc add iti on to this city. 
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Daily and Weekly Argus, 

John A. T hayer and George C. 
T hayer proprietors and ed itors, has 

been established s ince 1875; t he 
weekly was then launched, and the 

daily in I 897. These papers, und~r 
the able m,rnageme nt of the proprh­

u tors, have always been pioneers in 
every movement rnade for the growth 
and p rosperity o f the city and s tate 
Both are courteous gentlemen and 
very popular. They have a fine job 
office a lso. 

Crutcher & Yoes, Attorneys . 
This law firm is a recent acquisition 

to this city, having o nly been formed 
about eight months. It is composed 
of two youog men, recent grad uates 
of two of the best law schoo ls in the 
country, and makes a specialty of 
commercial Jaw. 

Park Crutche r g raduated from the 
Jaw school at Lebanon, Ten11.1 class 
of 1 S96. He was born in Mississippi 
in 1867, a tte nded high school at Fo rt 
Smith, read law in the office of Sam 
R. Chew of this city and is the pres• 
ent city attorney. 

Gilliam C, Yoes was born in ;-\ r­
kansas in 187~1., graduated Jroin high 
school a t Fort Smith in 1 884 and 
from Ann Arbor Law School in I 896. 

Arkansas Times, 

The Syndicate Fruit Fann 

Has done much to encourage the 
strawberry industry of Crawford 
county. A number of ent,;rprisiog 
people of Van Bure n, having great 
faith in the adaptability of the soil 
for such prod ucts, last year pur­
chased a farm of I 7 S acres, 40 acres 
of which was cleared and in culti­
vatio o, the remainder of the tract be­
ing covered wlth timber of heavy 
g rowth. 

Today ther.e is 175 acres set to 
strawberries that are expected to 
yie ld 15,000 crates of lucious straw­
berries the first. season, which, at 
last seaso,{s prices will return to the 
investo rs $27,300. It has cost con­
siderable to transpose the forest from 
its wilderness into a productive field 
of table delicacies., yet ,a,.•ith ;1 good 
first crop this will a ll be repaid and a 
handsome profit le ft for these enter• 
prising men who are will ing to invest 
their money in the enterprise. 

It is claimed by expe rts that this is 
the finest farm of the k ind in t he 
state. 

The gentlemen comprising this 
company are Geo. R. Wood, L. H. 
Southmayd, J. L. Rea, D. H. Miller, 
I. A. Campbell and E. A . Miller. 

t!Jun ~t\i'cn Wailn l~1mtuft. 

Daily and Weekly Venture, 

L . C. Higgs, proprietor, and J. W. 
Higgs, editor. These papers were 
both star ted some five i•ears ago and 
have done much to develop the coun• 
try tributary to this c ity. This pape r 
is <lemocrntic in politics. 'These 
newspapers have a job office in con• 
nectio n, and enjoy a good circulation 
in the cjty and county. 

Bon Ton Laundry, 

Thos. E. !'.{organ, proprietor, was 
established last year, and fi lls a much· 
needed want in this community. It 
\\'as a success from the s~1rt. By rea­
son of its excellent work the business 
has stead ily grown, and Mr. Morgan 
recently found it necess;iry to· rnove 
into larger quarters, add steam and 
new mac hinery. 

The writer can personaHy vouch 
for the excellence of the work done 
by this laundry. A specialty is made 
of white shirts, collars a.ud cuffs. 

Mr. Morgan has had s ix years ex­
perience in this work. If the past is 
any guide we predict a very success­
ful future for this new ente rprise. 

J. R. Hammond and S. C. Ham• 
mond, proprjetors a;lld editors) was 
started three )'Cars ago and is the 
only Republic,in paper in this part oi 
the state. Claims to have the largest 
circulation of an)' R<.:publican news• 
pape r in the state. Iloth editors 
come from Southern Kaosas, where 
for a number of years they publish.-d 
the "Anthony Journal." Has · a job 
office. J. R. Hammond is o ffice 
deputy U. S . marshal. It was through lhe personal efforts .---------------­

of Mr. Rea, the secretary of the 
Crawford County Horticultural AssO• 
ciation, that this indust.,y was started. 

Van Buren Press, 

J. S. Dunham, proprietor and edi 
tor, has the distinction .of being on-1. 
o f the oldest newspapers in the s1,1t~ 
and the old,·st in this c ity, being e~­
t;i blished in 1859, and being puh• 
lished con tinuously since that tinH 
wi th the cxcep1.iuo ol two years dur• 
ing the war. The present ·publisher 
has always been its owner. He runs 
a job department a lso. 



Adamant Manufacturing Company 

\\'as incorporated in 1891 with a 

capital stock or $50,000. Willshire 

11 ynes is now the president aod man .. 

ng~r. 
This comp.111y manufactures anti 

t-c:lls in wholesale quantities adamant 

\\'all plaster that is strictly fil'e and 

waterproof. IlS plant is 7ox 120; 

has a capacity or three tons per day 

a nd ships to the Indian Territory, 

lh is state, Texas and Oklnhoma. It 

rurnished all o f the plaste r used in 

the construction of the noted High 
School building or Fort Smith, which 
cost $60,000, a nd many others o f 
prominence, 'The company mt:t with 
a seriou::; loss a short time ago by 
fire, which has necessitated some re• 
pair work. When done th e company 
wi ll begin operations agai n, and this 
spring intcn<l to push its product 
more than ever. 
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G. E. Pope & Co., 

Contractors and builders, have been 
doing business here only a few years, 
having bee n founded in 1895, but has 
rdn:ady earned an enviab le rl.!putation 
ror doing the best of work in their 
line both .is to p lans, convenience of 
construction, workm.tnship :md terms. 
which iact is testifiei:l to by the many 
bca<1tiru1 res idences they have erected 
in this city. J\ tn ung these nrt: th ose of 
Dr. Dibrdl, G. 1'. Callahan, S. :-J. 
Loudon, Dr. G. Lucas and Jas. Carr. 
Tins fim, employs a numhcr of work­
men and is prepared to furnish plans 
and erect any kind of building or do 
any ki nd of carp~nter repairs desirer!. 

G. E . J>opc bas been here for 
Se\1en years. coming from Paris, Tex. 
I le has always worked at the carpen­
ter trade since a bov and knows it 
t horoughly. lie was bo r11 in Cam• 
den, .A rk., in 1657. 

J. W. '.\1 urphy is a practical 
draughtsman and does all the wcrk 
of thi s kind for the firm. l le is also 
a practical c~\rpenter, wns born in 
North Carolin a and is 35 years old. 
Has been here six yt:ars. 

Willshire Hynes, 

Insurance ;ig:ent, was born at Ben ­
tonville., J\ rk., in 1876. H e has been 
in the city eighteen y c;:irs, having 
formerly been associated with his 
father, the late Robt. S. Hyne.q, in 
business; for two years he has been 
alone. Mr. f-1 y nes represents a large 
number of fi re au d tornado compan .. 
ics; is also the owner of the J\damant 
Manufacturing Co .• a very imponant 
industry or this city. 

Joseph Casebeere, 
Grocer, has been in business here 

five years. Cnme here with only 80 
cent.<, and today is worth several 
thousand dollars. He was born in 
S t. ,Lou is, Mo .• in 1857; was formerly 
cngal,!cd in the butcher busincs~, hav­
ing been in the city about ten years. 
I le handles groceries and provisions. 
flour and feed. and carries a very nice 
little s tock, and is one of the busi ness 
men who has the wdl farc or the city 
al heart. 

Linck's MiHiog and Grocery Co, 

F. J. Linck. proprietor, has been in 
operation here for fou r ycMs. The 
grist mill owned by Mr. Linck is the 
only one of the kind in the citv. 
While it is n ot a large plant it ·is 
kept almost constantly busy in turn­
ing out meal, feed and g round cotton 
seed to s upply the loc;i l demand , 
which includes the entire vicinity. It 
is propelled b y steam. with quite a 
capacity for a mill its size, and has 
nl rcady proven n profitable venture to 
the owner. 

!\fr. Linck is a native of VViscon­
•in; came here from Cedarville, 
Ark., four years ago, establis]1ing 
himselr in the mill and grocery busi­
ness. He cn.rl'ics on ha nd a ll k iods 
o f reed , staple a nd fanC)' groceries, 
~nc:I makes a SJ>ccialt)' of doing cus­
tom work in his grist mill. 

• 



Buck Williams is an ex-member.of 
the cou ncil from the Second ward , 

is a native of 
Rockport., J n­
diana. Hor1l jn 
1 864, he came 
to F r an k Ii n 
cou nty, /\ r k., 
when you 11 g, 

•.~ and t') this city 
four years ago, 

and engaged in the han:hvat'e 
business, hand ling also a full line o( 
farm imple ments and vehicles of best 
makes. H e has one of the linest 
equipped and largest stocks in the 
state, and by e nterprise and courte­
ous treatment has made a name 
known th roughout the county for 
honesty and fair treatment. In fact, 
it would be difficult to find a s ingle 
person in the countv who does not 
have unlimited confi~lencc in the in­
teg rity or Mr. Vl'illiams and who 
docs not esteem it an honor to have 
his friendshi p. As a result Mr. Wil­
Jia_rns, although a young man, cornpar­
<l ltvcly speaking, has, in his short stay 
he re, bui lt up n very lucrative bu~i­
ness and \vide cil'clc o f acquaintances. 
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George M. Mosteller, 

Livery stable, has been open for 
business for four years. It is the 
largest and best equipped s table in 
the city, possessing any kind of a 
turnout desired., from a sing le ri~ to a 
hack or cab. 

Mr. Mosteller carries a large stocli 
of mules and horses for sale and does 
a boarding and feed business. H is 
treatment is coufteous and his rates 
reasonable and his rigs the best ob­
ta inable. 

A. W. Sower, Jewelry, 

Is a native of Pennsvlvania born 
in I 1l6o. He has spe~t his 'whole 
life in the watch trade; was employed 
for five years by the Elgin National 
Watch Co., at E lgin, Ills., as inspector 
of adjusted work ; then spent t en 
years at the Springfie ld, Uls, watch 
factory, and besides this vast experi­
ence, has been employed in other 
large wa tch factories. He makes a 
specialty of hig h-grade watch repair­
ing and is considered an expert in 
his line. He a lso carries a choice 
lut of watches, clocks and jewdry, 
and is a most courteous man to meet. 

R. J. McIntyre 

Recenc°ly became a resident or Van 
Buren. He is a native or Illinois, 
and in I S84 went to A-iount \ t crnon, 
Mo., where he remained until he 
came here this last spring. He has 
been i 11 the lumber business cC:f four­
teen years. He is prepared to fur­
nish any k ind of lumber desired in 
quantities at prices lO\ver than at 

other points. T hose who wish to 
build are urgently requested to give 
him an opportunit)' to quote prices. 
By his -extensive experience in t he 
lumber business he is prepared to buy 
at very low prices and is willing to 
share the benefits of this advantage 
with his customers. Ile deals in lum­
ber, shingles, cen1ent, lime, plaster 
paris, hair, etc .. and is in a positio n 
to furnish them in large or small 
q uantities. Mr. McInty re , makes it 
a specia l po int to please his custom­
ers, and those dealing with him will 
find a congenial business man to do 
business with. 
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The City Government 

Qf Van Buren consists of a mayor and s ix aldermen, 
nil of who m take a deep iote rest in the city's welfare, 
and are men of broad viewsaod good business judgment. 

W . T. England, the mayor, has been promine nt be­
fore the people i11 an o ifi cial capacity, having served as 
county treasurer four years and as poslmasccr fou r 
years under Cleveland. I-le is a man o f broad ideas, 
and \Vatches the city's welfare with a. great deal of in­
ternst. 

P. D. Scott, a lderma11 from the F ir., t Wa rd , is a rep­
resentative citizen of the state. He O \\.'llS orH! o f the 
largest fruit farms in the county, is a director of the 
Ronicultura l Sociec.y, a ,1d is interested in the fir.11 o f 
Southmayd & Mille r Dri Goods Co. 

R. E. Brown, aldermao from t he 
F irst Ward, is one of til e leadiog 
business men o f this section of the 
state. He js cashier of the Citizens 
Hank and has a lways taken a deep 
i11t1.. rest in the ,velfare of Northwest­
ern A rkansas and especially of 
Van Buren. 

J. W. McKinney, alde rman from 
the T hi rd Ward, has served oil the 
city council several ti,u es and is 
thoro~ghly fam iliar with all details of 
city governrnent. He is the senior 
member of the McKinney-Rea Dry 
Goods Co., which is one of the lead­
ing dry goods fi rms of Van Buren. 
H e is a native of Illinois. 

T . B. Coppage, alderma n from the 
Secolld \Vard, has been with the 
Missouri Pacific r•ilroad for four 
years and is t he chieftraill dispatcher 
Oil this d ivisioll . He formerly held 
the same position with the Chicago 
& Alton ra ilroad. He was born ill 
Kentuc~y in 1864, and while a com-

. parative ly you ng man, has excep­
tional ability, alld the confidence o f 
a ll with whom he comes jn contact. 

O. W. Williams, alde.rman from 
the Third Ward, has been a resident 

of \ ran Bure n for sixteen vears which 
·h " J 

time he has been in the lumber busi-
ness. This is the firs t time he has 
held office and he makes a ·consci­
entious city official. 

John O'Kane, alderman from the 
Second \'.\lard, is a native of Tennes­
see and has been in the drug busi­
ness for nine years. He is serving 
his first term in the c ity council. In 
addition to his drug business he rep­
resent~ seve ral insll rance companies. 

Winslow on the Mountains' Crest 
a Great Hfalth Resort. 

T he Frisco line from Van Buren to 
the point where it c rosses the llOrtb­
ern state line has been pro perly called 
the "Scenic Line u of A rkansas. It 
has threaded its way a lollg narrow 
but fertile valleys until it reached 
that point of altitude where it found 
the crest of the Ozark range of moun­
tains blocking its progress. E ngi n­
eering was as naught whe n attempt­
ing to build ove r the crest, and as a 
result the same skill was employed 
in bu ilding the great tunnel that 
solved the p roblem of how to pass 

over, or rathe r under the " Great Di­
vide." 

This popul a r resort, which is onl y 
35 miles from V an B ure n, is 2500 
feet above sea level and is o ne of the 
most beautiful and picturesqlle p laces 
ill ;\ rkansas. The view from the dif­
ferent hotels which have been bu il t 
o n the summit of the mountain. is 
magnificent-one can v,•atch the trains 
climbing the mountain Ifre paratory 
to ente ring the tunnel hunC.:reds of 
feet be low, and the landscape in 
every directio n. grand above descrip .. 
lion. On the hottesf days the re is 
always a breeze on the top of the 
mountajn. l\:fany reside nts from Van 
Buren and F.ort Smith have summer 
cottages here. The· Frisco line fur­
nish excursion rates so t hat the trip 
is inexpensive. 

Nakdimen Fall, one and three­
fourths miles fro m the "summit " is 
011c of the ma rvels of nature to be 
seen onlv in Arkansas, and it becomes 
all the ,;,ore remarkab le from the fact 
that the wate r, wh ere it breaks over 
the precipice is 2500 feet above sea 
leve l, or as hig h a point as is to be 
found in the 01.ark range of mountains . 



Crawford County Bank 

Is an inco rporated state bank, es-­
tahlished in 1 882. Has a capital of 
;;I 100,000, with deposits of more than 
that amount. 1ts officers are: J<::s~e 
T urn~r, president. ; D. W. Moore, 
vice-p resident ; S. A. I>crnot, cashier; 
D. W, Moore, Jr., telle r ; W ill Steele, 
bo,,kkeepcr, and M. Lynch , Chas . .'\. 
Pape, S. G. Me rrill, H . l'. K ing, R . C. 
Oliver, D. J. Young, Sam Steward, 
John S. Chastain, tog ethe r with the 
first three offic(-'rs named, directo rs . 

This bank has the distinction of 
being the fi rst one to open its doors 
in Van n uren after the war. It has 
kept pace with the g rowth of the 
community, and havi11g associated 
with it prominent business men of 
sterling \VOrth and u nquestioned in­
t egritY., has always possessed the con .. 
fidence of the people . 

In 1889 was e re, ted its present 
qua rte rs , a beaut'ful t hree•story brick 
building, one of the b est in the state, 
being fi lled with the most modern 
improved vaults made. Besides a ll 
this the bank carries a large policy in 
the Fidelity and Casualty Co. for the 
furthe r protection of its patrons. Mr. 
Pernot, the cash ier of this bank, has 
been with this institution s ince 1 $841 

and is known as one <>f the most pro­
ficient in the stale. 

This well knovt'l1 institution has 
only had but two different presidents 
during its entire existe nce. The la1e 
distinguished Jud ge Turner, father ()f 
i1s present head offic.er, served as the 
first president continuously until h'is 
death a few years ago. Jesse T ur 
ncr, his son, the n being elected to 
/ill the place he had so honorably 
filled. 

HEADUGHT FLASHES 

J!<'l"IHnor-t. C RAWl'ORU C (HJN T \ . UANK 

As one instance de noting the 
standing and n:sources of thjs bank, 
it might be stated that it furnished 
the fu nds, amounting to about S 1,ooo­
ooo, for buying and moving almost 
the e ntire cotton crop tributa ry to 
Van.Bure n, for the year 1$97. 

Missouri Pacific Hotel, 
R. ). Tallman, proprietor, has only 

been in ex istence since last fa ll~ b ut 
has already become one of the favor­
ite hosteleries of the city, and very 
popular amollg the railroad employes. 
Mr. Tallman is a na tive of New York, 
born in 1 $46. He has been engaged 
in the hotel business for twent y 
years; came hl'rc seven years ago 
from New Orleans and became iden­
tified with the fru it interests, purc has­
ing a fruit farm of 160 acres, thi rty o f 
whkh a re devoted to stra ,vberrles. 
I-le is very entln1sfostic as to the 
fruit a nd berry ind ustry and has 
great expectations from this sou rce. 

His hotel is conveniently located 
near the )..iissouri Pacific depot, pos­
sesses accommodations for fifty guests, 
is iitted with electric lights and other 
conve niences, and has in connectio n 
a sple ndid lunch room that is largely 
patronized. 

The landlord of this hotel is a 
ve ry genial host, :iets a gvod table 
and has .cou rteous attention and corn­
petent help in every department. 

Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company 

Has a branch plant here, \vhich for 
the past six yea rs has been in charge 
or \\!. P. Crabtree. U nder his able 
ma nagement the irllc rcsts of the firm 
have been well looked a fte r. 

Last year this compa ny sold $8.ooo 
worth o.f its pr,,d uct to the local 
trad e. :i\'Tr. Cra btree is a native of 
:Vlaryla nd, born in 18561 and has been 
he re for sixteen years. He is a ve ry 
courteou s gentleman. 

John 0 ' Kane, Druggis tr, 
Has b een here in this business for 

nine yea rs. He is a native of Ten­
nessee_. born in 185i. 

'.\fr. O'Kane was formerly in the 
emplo)' o f S hibley & Wood for nine 
years as bookkeeper. 

He carries a full line of drugs and 
rnc:dicioes, making a specia lty of fil1-
ing prescriptions. In add ition to this 
b ltsiness he a lso represents sever<1l 
fire and tornndo insurance companies. 
Is now serving his first te rm as al­
cierman. 

M1$~0UR1 ,P,\CIPIC JIO'l'ttL 



Citizens• Back 

The Citizens !lank is t he oldest in­
corporated bank in Crawford county, 
nnd is rccognir.ed ns one of lhe most 
solid financial institutions in t\orth­
wcstcrn .\rkans..,.s. Siner the organ­
i1.ation of this ba nk in ).fay, , 886, to 
meet the demands of t he b usiness in­
terests of \' an Buren for adequate 
banking capital, the success of the 
Citizens Hank has bee<1 n1ost phe­
nomeni\l, and during its exi.stcncc of 
sornc twelve years it has increased 
its capital and s urplus rnore than 50 
per cent, and has never failed to pay 
to its stockholders a semi-annual di..-­
idend or five per cent. 

S0111c itlca of the volc,me o f busi­
ness done by thi, bank can be formed 
when tt is known that it cashes an­
nually about $250,000 00 worth of 
time checks for the e mployees of the 
Kansas and i\rk,111sas D ivision o f lite 
Missouri Pacific milway ~ystem, the 
shops anti general offices of which di­
vis:on arc located here: and th~t 
something over ~J00,000.00 is paid 
out a nnually through this bank to the 
shipper,, of small lrui•s. which ,um is 
insignitkant as compa rc!d to its dis­
bur:;..:mt.:n1.s for collo n. potatoes and 
other µro<lucts. 

While the natural adv,1ntagc1 af­
forded by Van Buren for B,mking. 
as well as mosl every other cha racter 
or bm,incss, are most auspicious, yet 
Lhe wonderful growth a nd prosperity 
of the Citizens B.tnk is :mributable 
l•rgely to the liberal, ) 'Ct conserva­
tive 01.i nner that has characteriied its 
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nrnnagcmcnt: to the efficiency of its 
cxccutlvi; of'ficcn:1, and th e courtesy 
c~tcndc:d to the J>"trons uf the bank. 

The officers and directors are: H. 
J llrown, pres,; I, . H . Sou•hnn,yd, 
vice pres.; I{. E. Hrown, cushier ; 11. 
F. Meyer. assistant cashier ; W. H. 11. 
Shibler, Geo. R. Wood, \V1lliam Do"­
lin, F. G. Kerr, F. E. Cooper and J. 
11. Greig: all of whom arc closely 
identified ,i,·ith the busincsc; interests 
or the city and nrnong whom arc to 
be found her most ai:grcssive and 
public spirited c:tiiens. The prc,,i­
d,::t1t, Judge n. J. Brown, is o ne of the 
wealthiest men of the s tate; a mnn 
of wide business experience, and 
closely allied with the banking bu,i­
ncss of Arkansas. He was one o f 
the prime mover~ io the organiz:uion 
of the /\rkansas Bankers Association, 
of which ai,sociation he only recently 
retired from the presidency. 

;\ fair idea of the charach;r of men 
co111posi11g the stockholders of the 
Citizens B;rnk ca11 be J!,,thercd. when 
it is considered that their combin,'<I 

wea h h ex cecds a million dollars. 

.. - . ./,, 

O. M... Bourland, M. D., 
Is a i:mduatc ol' the V"nclcrb ilt 

Unin~rsily, ~a.shvillc. 'l't:nnessec, .md 
ll.:llenic ~ledical College, of ,cw 
York, two of the best in the country, 
g raduati11g from th e former in 1 88 t 
and the latter in I 88 3. I le was born 
in Franklin e<>unty, Ark., in t 8 59; 
can1c here when young, and hatt been 
engaged in active 1>racticc here ,;incc 
1881. Ile is a me111ber of the State 
Medical Society, vice-president of the 
Crawford Coun1y Medical Society 
and a member of the city board of 
health. 

The Van Buren Ice & Coal Co. , 
An incorporated institution , was 

established in 1887, largely by Van 
Buren 1>cople, who sLill retain their 
inte rest in it. This plant is well 
equipped ,vith hydraulic elevator lor 
icing and loadini: rcfrigemtor cars, 
the product being only used for the 
fruit a nd berry crop. It has a capac­
ily of twettty tons per day. turning 
out during the sca,on 4,000 10 ;,ooo 
tons. W. 11. Hay,nan of this city is 
superinte ndent of lhis concern. 



C. K. Ingeberg, 
Book and s tatione ry dealer, has 

been in business fo r t hree years ; ,vas 
born in Norway in 1866; ca.me to 
this count ry a number of years ago 
and engaged in the hardware busi­
ness at one time in C1·ookston, J\·linn ., 
He came here from t hat state. Has 
a full stock of books and s ta tionery, 
and owns the only store of that kind 
here. He also handles musical in­
struments of all kinds, and wall paper; 
is agent for the American Tobacco 
Co., hand ling- their goods in whole­
sal!! quantities. 

" Commercial Barber Shop," 
F. M. Kennedy, proprietor, has 

been in existence for seven years. 
Mr. Kennedy was born in this state; 
came here hvelve years ago and be­
came ide ntified with furming; owns a 
20 .. acre farm devoted to stra.wberric~--. 
whicl1 it . is claimed last year netted 
the largest results of any farrn of 
ec1ua) size in the county. He has 
been energetic and in(lustrious and 
become quite well off, and besides 
his b~lrber busini4ss loans consider­
able on personal property. His shop is 
fin ely fitte<l and contains b~lh facilities. 

C0'.\1MIU{C[AL J)AKUUR SHOP 

HEAI)LIGHT FLASHES 

Jas. Stevenson is one of the well­
to-do farmers o f the county. His 
family for seve ra l generations back 
resided here, his father being born 
where he now resides, three miles out 
from the_ city. He was born in 1849 
and has devoted a ll his life to farm­
ing, no,v owning 300 acres, 240 of 
which is under cultivation, 20 acres 
devoted to strawberries and 40 acres 
in orchard. Last ve.ir he raised t\ven-

. ty-five bales of cotton, 600 bushels o f 
peaches, and 400 bushels o f apples. 
He has <.1 fi ne residence, and is one of 
1he many examples of what a man 
may do in farming in this section of 
the country by thrift and intelligence. 

C. J. Murta who has been in bus­
iness in this city since 1887 is o ne of 
the prominent business men o f Van 
Buren and Fort Smith. He has an 
ex tensive hardware and furniture store 
in v·an .Buren ancJ a verv extensive 
furniture and house furni;hing goods 
store at Fort Smith. Mr. Murta 
takes advantage of the markets an d 
buys his furni ture from the manufac­
turers. On account of his extensive 
purchases he is a ble to buy at low 
prices and is willing that h is custom­
ers shall share this -advantage. 

Thrash-Lick Printing Co. 
At 809--8 t l Garrison Avenue, Fort 
Smith, A rk., are among t he many 
large institutions in which th is section 
of the state takes an especial pride. 
In their new quarters they have a 
floor space of 10,000 square feet, 
and no room to spare, either. T his 
firm makes a specialty of a ll ki nds, 
shapes and sizes of commercial 
,vork. such as bJa11k books, bank and 
county officers' supplies, coupon and 
pass books, catalogues, pamphlets, 
legal blanks, etc., a ,,d judging from 
appearances they have proven a suc­
cess in this line. A nother it.em 
worthy of mention is the fact that 
this lirm successfully enters in to 
competition ,vith the g reat eastern 
houses and secures a very cncourag .. 
ing share of theatrical printing from 
all parts of ·the country. T hey em­
ploy a SL1 fficient force to execute all 
orde rs prompt))' and put fort h ever}' 
effort to g ive their customers just 
what they want and right when they 
want it. The vie,vs s hown on the 
opposite page were taken 111 t heir 
old building but will give some idea 
of the size of the plant. They carry 
a s tock of office supplies and time­
saving devices for busy office men. 

VA:S DUKIUf CANNING COMPANY 
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