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This year Mickey Mouse and Westark celebrated their 
50th birthdays. 

They share much more than you might think. 

The late 20's and early 30's were the depression 
years. 

Children turned to comic books and movies. 

Concerned about the future, young adults turned to 
college. 

50 years ago Mickey Mouse was an idea in some 
artists mind. 

50 years ago Westark was a hope for the future. 

Both have survived the trying times to become some-
what of a legend. 

Mickey Mouse, perhaps the best-known animated 
character in the world, hasn't gone unchanged. 

Westark And 
Mickey Mouse 
Both 50 And 
Feelin Good 

They've both weathered to World War of the 40's, the 
transition of the 50's, the racial, political, social and 
student unrest of the 60's and scandals of the 70's to 
become living proof that adaptation to the ever-chang-
ing environment enhances survival. 

Through the support of a nation of believers, Mickey 
Mouse has attained immortality. 

Through the support of state and community, WCC 
has progressed from a small junior college into the 
largest community college in Arkansas. 

Who knows what can happen in the next 50 years. 

Total world destruction, or a world which finally real-
izes that the future lies in the hands of those who 
control the present. 

Whatever may lie ahead of us, you can bet Mickey and 
Westark will be right in there changing and innovating 
and surviving together. 

Westark hasn't either. 



A Success Story That Filled Half A Century 

Members of the first graduating class are (from left): Nellie Mae 
Barrow, Mary Louise Stough, Leona Marsh, Harold Mott, Judson 
Greer, Virginia Young, Margaret Whittlesey, Harold Pinckney 
and Margaret Carpenter. 



In 1928, a two-year school started in Fort Smith, 
Arkansas. 

Called Fort Smith Junior College, and established as a 
part of the public school system, its classes were held 
in the then Fort Smith High School building, now 
Darby Jr. High. 

After that first year, the young junior college moved 
into the new Fort Smith High School building, which is 
now known as Northside High School. 

There the junior college remained until 1952 when it 
moved to its present location. 

The current site of the campus was then the County 
Home for the poor. 

The phenomenal growth of Westark is best exempli-
fied by the rapid progress of construction over the 
years 1956-1976. 

The Ballman-Speer building was the first permanent 
college facility built in 1956. 

In 1960, the Holt building was opened. 

In 1961, occupational programs were started at the 
college ushered in by the construction of the Technical 
complex. 

Next came the Science building in 1968. 

That same year, the Vines building was completed to 
give the campus its first permanent administrative fa-
cility. 

The Fullerton Student Union was opened in 1970. 

In 1972, the Gardner building was constructed to 
house the growing Westark nursing program. 

The latest building to be constructed on the campus 
was the Breedlove building which houses a 400 seat 
theatre, opened in 1976. 

With the addition of the gymnasium, the campus totals 
nine buildings. 

Until 1978, the gym was shared by the college and the 
Jeffrey Boys Club. 

Looking back over the 50 years, it's easy to see the 
growth pattern of the institution. 

It started out as a small extension of the Ft. Smith 
school system in 1928. 

It grew slowly and steadily during the 1930's and 
1940's. 

In 1952 it moved to its new permanent acreage and 
growth continued. 

Then, in the mid 1960's, the college grew unbelievea-
bly fast. 

New buildings were popping up, enrollments were 
growing at a tremendous rate,and the campus became 
a public institution. 

To echo its growth, it changed its name to Westark 
Junior College. 

Not only was it serving Ft. Smith, but it was serving 
western Arkansas. 

In 1972, the name was changed again to Westark 
Community College. 

What started out with 24 students and eight Faculty 
members on the second floor of a high school building, 
has grown to a nine building campus housing over 200 
full time faculty members teaching over 3000 full time 
students. 

Indeed, Westark Community College is 50 and feelin' 
good. 



September 13, 1978 
Happy Birthday 



Westark was indeed feelin' good on Sept. 13. when it 
celebrated its 50th birthday. 

The festivities began with a parade led by a vintage 1928 
Chevy which toured its way through town visiting the for-
mer locations of the college. 

The first stop was at Darby Junior High School which is 
where the junior college began in 1928. 

The motorcade, featuring civic and campus personalities, 
then headed for Northside High School. 

The parade climaxed with the release of balloons symboliz-
ing the colleges 50 years. 

One balloon was released at Darby, 23 from Northside, and 
26 in front of the student union in honor of the years the 
campus operated at each location. 

Harold Mott, the first student body president, was the 
special guest for the day. 


