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Opinions
In My Opinion

by Margie Williams

Is 60s turmoil
responsible for some
80s older students?

W hen you think of a college student, a picture of a young career-
minded individual naturally appears in most of our minds. This scenario
shatters faster than the speed of light when you attend classes at
Westark. With a student population whose average age is 27, our college
seems to be a reflection of the history of our society.

Twenty years ago, women did a lot of things. They raised families,
they worked to put their husbands through college, they stayed home
and did laundry, cooked, cleaned and several other household chores.
This is what society expected of them.

T he public now expects a lot more from the average woman.
She dtill has the same jobs she had yesterday, but now she longs
for a career of her own. This has thrust women of yesterday into
the generation of today, causing them to play a hardball game of ‘catch
up' with society. They seem to be pressured to fill both stereotypes
in one lifetime.

Oure the pressure is there, but | feel it is something that I've
always wanted to do, and now I can," says Kathy Mazyck. Kathy says
she couldn’t attend college because her husbhand was at war while
she raised her first child.

The war. Not only did it seperate families, but it forced the
average housewife to get jobs while their husbands were away,
prolonging their dreams of receiving a college education.

L ast year during the time of my high school graduation, everyone
talked about what college they were going to attend. | didnt here
anyone say they wanted to be a housewife and raise a family. Do
you think they take going to college for granted? It seems so planned,
like it is what has been happening for centuries, but it hasn'.

I't’s really hard for me, a 19-year-old, to understand the thrill these
older students are feeling about their college attendance. Most are
making good grades despite the fact they haven' attended a learning
institution since high school. Maybe it’s because they arent taking
their college education for granted. Maybe the average 19-year old
is.

"'...our college seems to be
a reflection of the history
of our society."

Lion Pride, November 28,1989

Letters To The Editor

Student criticizes abortion statements

Dear Editor,

| saw nothing wrong with both sides to abortion being presented
in the last issue. Congrats on covering a timely issue.

However, | thought some of your statements were naive, and not
well thought out. To say "stretch marks" is a reason why many women
have abortions is unfounded and childish. Also, to assume less than
serious ailments like "kidney infections" are cause for abortions is non-
journalistic.

While | agree many have abortions for reasons others feel are less
than necessary, you could have made the point more seriously, and
less flippant. Being editor calls for more discretion and maturity than
you illustrated in your article.

M.S.S.
Dear M.S.S.,

In surveys conducted by Glamour and Cosmopolitan
magazines, stretch marks were stated as a primary reason
for models having abortions. Having an abortion for this
reason is what | would deem ‘childish/ People who suffer
from kidney infections do not consider their disease less
than serious. Who decides which diseases are serious
enough to abort?

Webster's New World Dictionary defines flippant as
disrespectful. Maybe | was being disrespectful in my
article, but, as a pro-lifer, I don’t respect people who have
abortions.

Edita

Student wonders about no drama progeiw

Dear Editor,

| have wondered since | arrived on campus why there is no drama
department or play productions. Ithought this was a real college.

Those who | have asked about it say it is a dead issue because
of budget restraints. That’s got to be a less than complete answer.
There must be something else going on. A real college has theatre
and wouldn’t let money be an excuse for not fulfilling one of its primary,
fundamental duties.

What’s the real story? Why isn’t anybody fighting to get it reinstated?
There certainly is enough student and community interest. Doesn’t
that count for anything anymore?

N.O.B.
Dear N.O.B,

Why not start a drama club to show the interest you
mention? | have wanted to address this situation in my
column, but have also found those who think it is a dead
issue. Let’s prove to them that it’s not. Talk to Joy Beard,
chairman of the Humanities division; Dr. John McKay, vice
president for Instruction; or Dr. Eric Priest, vice president
for Student Affairs.

Editor

Another student suggests grading change

Dear Editor,

| agree with the letter from the previous issue that talked about
changing the grading system to include plus and minus grades. | will
be interested in reading about the subject in an upcoming issue of
this paper.

How does the administration feel about it? What process would have
to be gone through to affect the change?

R.J.W.
Dear R.J.W.

It’s on my agenda to talk with the appropriate vice
president next week and to write a follow-up article next
issue. Watch for it.

Editor
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SOs students have better opportunities than others

Students of the '80s and soon-to-
be "90s are fortunate who have the choice
to further their education or work, if they
choose, without the threat of military draft
or racial tensions.

In earlier decades not everyone had
those choices. During the "40s and early
50s the men were sent to war, leaving
the women to support the families and
children and lend a helping hand.

During the WWI and depression
decades, men and women, for the most
part, were lucky to get a junior high or
high school education, much less a chance
at a college education. Men were first at
war and then with the women were sent
to work in the fields, cook, clean, and take
care of the babies. Can you imagine
quitting junior high or high school to work
in the fields? Many did in those days.

W ell imagine it. While most from
||re first half of the century are now retired,
Rny of those people from the turbulent
ws are here now, attending college,
trying to further their education. These
are the people who maybe didn't have as
clear a choice as we do, but have it now
and are taking advantage of it.

W e have no draft or war to worry
about. We have no race riots and burning
cities to deal with. We have advantages
and opportunities many previous decades
did not. Do we respect those older
students who are back in school now
because they maybe couldnt attend at
an earlier stage in life? The question posed
to students was: Do you appreciate
the opportunity to attend college
during a time when less social ills
prevent the chance for higher
education?

by Shanteel Jones
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"Going to college
gives me a better
oportunity to
accomplish some-
thing in life."

Craig.
Osborne.

"I feel fortunate
because I'm single.
Not to worry about
personal life."

Rosa
Woodis.

"lwant to be able
to start my future so
| can have things
later in life. Going to
college helps me to
do this."

Candice
Colley.

1Aon Pride is published eVery other week fad and
spring semesters excluding holiday's andbreaks, andonce
each summer session. LP is produced By student
publications, a Student Sendee budgetedfrom student
activityfees. LP staffmembers are eligiblefor academic
creditandscholarships through theJournalism program
o fthe dhdsion o fhumanities.

Editorialpolicy is established with the approval of
the Director o fStudent Publications. Letters to the editor
are welcomed and encouraged LP resen>es the right to
edit letters to conform to AP style and grammar, but
meanings add not be altered A ll letters must be signed
including social security number; however, names wiill
be withheldfrom publication andonly initials usedupon
request. No libelous letters udd be considered for
publication.

"There are a lot
of people who can't
come back to
college. So | feel
fortunate to be able
to do so.."

Derek
Johnson.

"Yes, | do. You
can get a higher
education which
leads to better
jobs"

Kristie
Simmons.

"l feel fortunate
because | have the
opportunity that
others didn't, if |
want it."

Don
Neeley.

Manuscripts> photographs and artwork are also
welcomedat sender's risk. LP reserves the right to accept
or reject materials for publication. LP wdd neither
knowingly discriminate nor print fraudulent or false
information in its advertising. Subscriptions are $5 per
year. Checks shouldbe mailed to:

Lion Pride
Westark Community College
5210 GmndAve.
Fort Smith, Ar 72913

Student Publications offices are in Room 105A of
the Badman-Speer Building. Telephone number is 7151
on-campus or 785-7151 off-campus. L P isa mini-tabloid
producedon campus udth a Varityper EPICS typesetting

system, andis printed by Alphagmphics.



Features

60s wife now 80s student

Nany college students dream of someday having an interesting,
well-paying job, marrying, raising a family, owning a home or buying
a new car. But not Joy Barnes. She already did all those things.

So why would someone like Joy be attending college at this stage
in her life? "My goal is to get an associate’s degree so | can advance
in my profession,"” she explained, "but I’'m not interested in more money
as much as | am in being the best at what | do."

Like many women who married in the 60s, she devoted her younger
years to helping her husband achieve his career goals, at the expense
of her own. While he attended college, she worked at secretarial jobs
to help with tuition and living expenses. Then, while he climbed the
corporate ladder, she continued to work to supplement the family’s
income. After her divorce three years ago, Joy turned her full attention
toward pursuing her own career goals.

After a brief real estate career, she went to work in Fort Chaffee’s
Public Affairs Office. Her position as editorial assistant/staff writer gives
her a creative outlet as well as advancement potential, thanks to her
eight years of prior civil service work. She feels fortunate to have access
to a college like Westark where she can gain more knowledge and
earn the credits she needs to eventually qualify for a better position.

A native of Oklahoma City, Joy went to work at Tinker Air Force
Base in 1964. In 1965 she married and in 1966 gave birth to her
daughter, Melissa. The family moved to Tulsa in 1968 so Joy’s husband
could complete his graduate work at Tulsa University. In 1972 they
moved to Watertown, Wisconsin, and after six years there, moved
to Glenview, lllinois, a suburb of Chicago. They moved to Fort Smith
in 1985 when Joy’s husband went to work at a local industry.

Joy sometimes regrets her late start toward her own career, but doesn’t
let it discourage her. She loves herjob and studies and plans to continually
improve her writing ability and publish as many articles as possible.
She is awaiting the birth of her first grandchild in March or April.

Keeping physically fit helps Joy maintain a high energy level and
a positive attitude. She attends aerobic exercise classes or plays
racquetball several times a week and watches her diet. In spite of how
physically demanding her schedule sometimes gets, she happily insists
"I wouldn’t trade places with anyone else in the world."

Adult learners prove

You’re never too

Going to college used to be a distant dream
for many citizens. Today, these dreams are being
fufilled more than ever.

"My mom started working straight out of high
school. She just recently decided to further her
education so she’s going to Westark with me,"
says Kevin Gary.

The average age of a Westark student is 27.
Two contributing factors to the rise of the
average age are the war which ended in the early
part of the last decade and the views society
used to hold on women attending college.

"I think women would have attended college
back then if there hadn’t been a war which forced
them to enter the working field at such an early
age," says J.R. Gusick.

The following features tell the stories behind
two of Westark’s adult learners.
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Mother attends with son

ISiving life in reverse order for the past 20 years has presented
advantages as well as drawbacks for Kathy Mazyck, but it has held
dullness at bay.

"At 17 | was giving birth when | should have been in college, and
at 37 I'm in college with the son | gave birth to," she says. "l seem
to have done things all backwards."

Born in the Army hospital at Fort Chaffee in 1952 while her father
fought in Korea, her childhood rolled along surrounded by a large
boisterous family. She constantly, but healthily, competed with her two
older brothers for her parents’ attention. "I used good grades made
in school to compete with my brothers’ touchdowns and homeruns.
Superior report cards were my weapons to insure | didn’t get left out
of the limelight."

Her life changed drastically during her teenage years in Memphis.
The reality of the Vietham War not only changed her, but everyone
close to her. Peace marches and protests replaced cheerleading and
pep clubs. "My brothers were both fighting in Vietnam and my classmates
were returning home from there as amputees or in body bags. | was
outraged. It was as if we were in a nightmare we couldn’t awaken
from."

Shortly after her boyfriend entered the Army, Kathv insisted on
marriage. "We were very much in love and the possibility that he
might be killed was too much for me. When you’re 17, you’re very
dramatic and impetuous."

Rick returned home not only to a young wife, but also to a baby
boy. The birth of another son in 1974 prompted a move to Fort Smith
in 1976 to the "smaller, friendlier city" she remembered from childhood.
"Forced busing had begun in Memphis and the city was a racial
timebomb. We wanted a better life for our children and Fort Smith
seemed the perfect place to find it."

Employed as an office clerk in a window and door manufacturing
plant, Kathy worked to learn every aspect of the business. The company
promoted her to the supervisory position she has held for 12 years.
Why, at 37 years old, has she decided to go to college and change
careers?

Her love for writing and the hunger for a college education has
never diminished throughout her life. "I’'ve always put my family
obligations first," she says, "and sometimes grudgingly. | helped put
my husband through school and now my son is a college sophomore.
It’s as if one morning | woke up and | knew it was now or never
for me."

As for the future, she looks forward to some type of newswriting
career. "There’s so much to learn. When | read a good news story
| sometimes become discouraged and think I’ll never be able to do
so well. But something won't let me give up."”

"My journalism instructor says a monkey can write routine straight
news stories, but it’s a starting place. If that’s true, then | say throw
me a banana and let me at it."
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eminar begins Miss Westark pageant preparations

T he Miss Westark Scholarship
Pageant Committee hosts the annual
contestant seminar Sunday, Dec. 3,
at 2 p.m., in the student union. It’s
free and open to anyone interested in
learning more about the Miss America
Pageant system.

The seminar focuses on guidelines
for pageant participation including
advice on interview, makeup,
wardrobe, and talent.

Special guests include the reigning
Miss Arkansas Marcy Lewallen, Miss
Arkansas wardrobe consultant Randy
Dimmmit, and the reigning Miss
Westark Stephanie Hester.

"Although this seminar is targeted
primarily to prospective contestants
for the Miss Westark Pageant (April
7), it is also for anyone interested in
any pageant system," says Stacey
Jones, General Chairman of the Miss
Westark Scholarship Pageant. "I'd
like to invite prospective contestants,
parents, prospective committee S ha | Hester
members, and girls in college or high PSS Q\ﬁestar?(
school who are involved in any
pageant system."

by Jerri Lindsey

Christmas Dance setfor December 8

"Deck the halls with houghs of holly...falalalala, lala la la!"

T he cafeteria will be 'decked' for Christmas on Friday, Dec. 8, Admission to the SAC sponsored dance, free to all Westark students
the date for the annual Christmas with 1D, will be $2 for non-students.
dance. 'The Christmas dance is sort of a tradition. It’s the last chance to see

"The attire is the same as last yew which is semi-formal. Guys wear your friends before the long break,” says Brandon Cormier,
coats with ties white the girls have a somewhat wider selection as to what
they can wear,” says Stacey Jones, Director of Student Activities. by Margie Williams

Paperbacks Plus

Cash For Your Textbooks Anytime

SPRING . BREAK 1990 - Individual or student
organization needed to promote our Spring Break trips.
Earn mon OXN free trips and valuable work experience.
APPLY N Il Call Inter -Campus Programs. 1-800-
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L.1ons

Front - Assistant Coach Doc Sadler, Rodney Perry, Ezell Calvin, Brad
Nolan, Chris Mayberry, Andre Brown, James West, Mgr.

Middle - Roger Prescott, Mgr., James White, Julius Ward, Darwin
Jfelly, Trance Russ, Head Coach Bob Vint

wBack - President Joel Stubblefield, Roberet Shepherd, Jonathon Triplett,

David Johnson, Eric Taylor, Ron Coleman, Vice Residentfor Student
Affairs Dr. Eric Priest

Lady Lions

Sitting - Melinda Hampton, Amy Wood, Lazandra Thomas, Michelle

Hazelip.

» f- Suzie Clark, Stacie Clarke, LoriFrye, Tina Chadwick, Kathy

Standing - Head Coach Louis Whorton, Asst Coach Charla Barclay,

Kim Reaves, Shawn Collains, Vicki Herkamp, Nafeesah Brown, Diane

Daniels, Trina Evans, Mgr., Debbie Gaiche, Mgr., Diana Operhall,
Mgr., Christy Huddleston, Mgr.

R A 0
1 2 3

M ix five games for the Lions and six games for the Lady Lions with
the last two weeks of the semester. Add a final exam week. Stir gently. Then
send them all home for the holidays, but not for too long.

Not to mention the trip to Harrison for both teams to face Northark last
night. Not to mention the Lions recently hosting their McDonald’s Classic
over the Thanksgiving Break.

Working parents who are students think they have it tough during the
end of a semester. They’re not the only ones. Who’s got time to study. Who’s
got time to shop.

Like any good set of coaches, both Lions head coach Bobby Vint and
Lady Lions mentor Louis Whorton say a tough pre-season schedule is the
best way to prepare the teams for the rigors of conference play starting in
January.

Both teams play host to Garland County tomorrow night. The Lady Lions
tip off at 6 p.m., and the Lions follow around 8 p.m. The Lady Lions will
then host their Burger King Classic Friday and Saturday, Dec. 1and 2, beginning
at 7 p.m. each night. The Lions, meanwhile, will play at SAU-Tech December

Keeping up so far? Saturday, Dec. 9, both teams host ASU-Beebe beginning
at 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. Then, Monday, Dec. 11, the Lady Lions host St. Gregory
at 6 p.m. while the Lions host CBC at 8 p.m.

Finally, both teams host Northark in rematches Wednesday, Dec. 13 before
taking a Christmas break ... after completing final exams by December 15.

Conference play begins Saturday, Jan. 6, at Seminole, two days before
spring semester classes begin.

by Tom Walton

2 8

INCREDIBLY HUGE ONE BEDROOMS

From $195
4 5 # '+ + /63! "
7 + ., 63!

@ .+ 96 9 < 9: ###

Dishwashers

Walk-In closets

Individual heating and air
Laundry facilities available
Cable television

Party room facilities
Basketball courts

Lit tennis courts

Three swimming pools
Sauna

RIVERWALK TERRACE
452-1432 5900 Kinkeadl
Open Mon-Fri 9-6
Sat 12-5
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