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Victims are people, too!

Bumper stickers proclaim “Victims are People, too” but it takes personal experience to bring the 
message home. The experience doesn’t have to be life threatening, or even felonious. It only needs to be a 
shock or cause inconvenience.

I pulled in to my favorite gas station prepared to buy the usual twenty dollars worth of unleaded from the 
serve yourself pump. When I walked around to lower the license plate and unscrew the gas cap, it wasn’t 
there--not the gas cap, but the license plate. Someone had unscrewed four bolts and taken MY license plate.

I felt violated...and incensed. But those feelings only intensified as I began the process of receiving a 
replacement license plate. First, I called the local police from a telephone in the gas station office. I reported 
the plate stolen and asked what I needed to do to get a new one. The pleasant voice at the other end had a 
few question for me. Where was the car when the tags were taken? When were they taken? Were they 
acutally stolen or could they have been lost? Where had my car been parked? When did I last see the license 
plate? Would I take a copy of the registration with me and fill out a report at the police station?

Suddenly my afternoon of sun and swimming seemed very remote. I had only stopped to get gas on my 
way to the pool and now, because someone had attacked my car while I went about my daily life 
unsuspectingly, I had to fill out forms, make trips to various buildings and miss out on something I’d looked 
forward to doing. The pleasant voice with the logical questions soured my day.

At the police station the questions were repeated. Either most people are far more aware of their car’s 
activities than I am, or else their answers weren’t so revealing. I didn’t know when the license disappeared 
and certainly not where it was parked at the time. The last time I was sure it was where it belonged was five 
days ago when the car had received its last twenty dollar injection. In the meantime it had been on the street 
in front of my house, in the driveway behind my house, at Westark, Central Mall, Cloverleaf Plaza, various 
grocery stores and probably other places still forgotten. It was a shame I hadn’t known this was going to 
happen--I would have kept better tabs on my car and its associates.

The real aggravation came when I left the police station: I had to go to the revenue office. If ever there was 
a place designed to torment the unwary, this is it. The idea of going through those doors once a year is 
enough to strike fear in the stoutest heart. No matter how many papers you take with you, its usually at least 
one less than you need-anyway you don’t find it out until you’ve waited 45 minutes to be waited on. 
Determined to face the inevitable with grace, I walked into the Revenue office. I was not alone. There were 
about a dozen others sitting in metal folding chairs. They looked at me with listless eyes as I opened the old 
wooden door. Probably they had been waiting so long that they were losing touch with reality.

I approached the desk and paused before the first clerk. “Hi. Could I?”
“Take a number.”
“Um. Is it OK if I ask a question without taking a number?”
“Yeah.”
“My license plate was stolen and I have reported it to the police. They sent me here but said I may have to 

wait for a few days before I can get another one. Can you issue a replacement today?”
“Yeah, but you have to take a number first.”
At that point my resolve gave way. I could understand why the police officer I had talked to apologized 

when he said that I would have to go the the revenue office. He said his wife had gone in a few days earlier, 
but had gotten so disgusted by the inefficiency of the system that she had walked out. That seemed like a 
wise choice, so I said I would be back later and left.

Now, the police had little hope of recovering my original license plate, but they said that if it had been put 
on a vehicle, which was subsequently stopped for some violation, the plate would be identified as stolen and 
the offender ticketed. Ticketed? That hardly seems a fair deal to me. What about just punishment-to say 
nothing of rehabilitation? Although I thought of cutting off the right hand of the offender (or the left hand if 
the person(s) in question were left handed), the most reasonable way to handle it would be for the person(s) 
unknown to go through what I had. So, in the event that it became person(s) known, that person (those 
persons) would be required to go to the revenue office in my place the next time my tags were due for 
renewal...actually, considering the amount of mental suffering this incident had caused, it would really only 
serve justice if the punishment was greater than that. The more Ithought about it, the better I liked it. I could 
envision the scene. Some hapless malcontent is dragged into court in leg irons and led before the judge. 
Sternly frowning as he hears the testimony, the judge pauses before handing out the sentence. “ I have 
carefully weighed the evidence against you, and see no mitigating circumstances. Therefore, I have no 
choice but to sentence you to the following: You must go to the hardware store and search, without help 
from a salesclerk, for the proper size bolts to affix a license plate to a car. When the said car is due for 
relicensing, you will be required to make all the arrangements for it, including taking time off from work or 
recreation to wait in the required lines. Due to the severity of the crime you have committed, and the 
distress it caused the car owner, you will be required to perform this task for the next ten years. Case 
closed.” /

Since the chances of catching the malicious person(s) involved, are not outstanding, I am thinking of 
taking out an ad in the local newspaper: Wanted: formerly owned Arkansas license plate IFS-437. Please 
report any sighting of it immediately to your local police station.

Victims are people, too. The truth of that statement is especially apparent when its your car which has
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the editor

Dear Editor,
I would much like to see either 
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least a page in the newspaper 
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I remember that a couple of 
years ago this paper used to 
devote the back page to literary 
material. Why did it stop?

Surely a campus with a 
humanities divison can come up 
with enough student material to 
fiir one page every other week. 
Preferably there could be a
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In Peru, Ecuador
Cultural changes witnessed by tour group

by Nancy Steel

Travel does more than 
broaden the mind-it overwhelms 
the sensibilities.

WCC sponsored a trip to 
South America during June 
through the foreign language and 
social science departments. 
Nineteen people, includ ing two 
sponsors, went to Peru and 
Ecuador.

The agenda included an 
optional stay on the Amazon 
River, followed by stops in Lima, 
Peru; La Paz, Bolivia; Cuzco, 
Peru; Macchu Picchu; and 
Quito, Ecuador. The Bolivian 
part of the trip, however, fell 
victim to politics. Airport 
workers announced a 24-hour 
strike the day before the group 

iWas scheduled to arrive in La 
Paz. Despite assurances from a 
guide with Lima Tours that 
strikes such as this are fairly 
common and only last for 24 
hours, the airport workers 
continued their strike for three 
days making it impossible to 
enter the country by air. In areas 
as remote and mountainous as 
n o r th e r n  P e r u -s o u th e r n  
Ecuador, air is the only means of 
travel. The strike was settled on 
what would have been the 
group’s last day in Bolivia, but 
commitments for the following 
days prevented them from 
making the trip at all.

The airport workers sought 
higher wages and their decision 
to strike is symbolic of the state 
of social upheaval found 
throughout South America 
today. After centuries of 
existence as part of the highly 
organized Incan empire, Indians 
along the Pacific coast of South 
America faced an onslaught of 
Spanish conquistadores in the 
sixteenth century. Spanish rule 
introduced not only a new 
language, religion, and form of 
government, it also brought in a 
social system of dishonesty, 
hypocrisy, persecution and 
oppression. The people of both 
Peru and Ecuador are still feeling 
the effects of these attitudes 
today.

Under the rulership of the 
Inca, the inhabitants were 
a ccu sto m e d  to a highly 
structured social system . 
Honesty was valued as was a 
strong family unit. The head of 
government was also the head of 
the religion-and believed to be 
the earthly offspring of the sun 
god . G reed  was alm ost 
nonexistant.

The Spanish, however, came 
to South America seeking 
wealth, land and subjects. They 
were involved in expensive wars 
with others of their European 
neighbors and desperately 
needed to find outside sources of 
revenue. The religion they 
brought with them, and forced 
upon the pagan Incans, did not 
have the high code of personal

THE “WHITE CITY” of Arequipa, Peru, lies at the base of one of the many inactive 
volcanoes which dot the Andes Mountains, (Photo by Nancy Steel)

worth, integrity to one’s word, or 
spirit of sharing to which the 
Indians had been accustomed. 
Repercussions of the conflict 
between these two extremes are 
still being felt.

Occasionally vestiges of the 
former religion overcome the 
influences of the official religion. 
An attractive and well educated 
young guide at the Pachacamac 
ruins outside Lima drew 
attention to a bright red cloth 
band tied around the neck of a 
baby llama. “The eyes have 
much power. When your eyes 
look on something, some of your 
power falls on that thing. We had 
another baby llama, but it got 
sick and died. So, when this baby 
was born we put the red cloth on 
it to draw away the first look of 
people who would see it. The first 
look has the strongest power. 
Many people do not believe in 
this, but we do, and you can see 
that the baby is still healthy.” She 
went on to point out that many 
parents put a red bracelet on 
their infants for the same reason.

The population of Peru and 
Ecuador is about half Indian,

have moved into the cities. As an 
example, the Amazonian city of 
Iquitos had a population of
60.000 ten years ago. Today
300.000 people crowd dirt streets 
which have sprung up around 
the old colonial city. Most of 
these newcomers do not have 
job skills and consequently 
unemployment is about 40 
percent. Because of the rapid 
growth and relatively meager 
standard of living, sewer lines, 
roads, housing and utility 
services are generally poor. 
However, although malnutrition 
exists in the form of poor diet, 
starvation was not evident. 
Neither was there much outright 
begging.

The people are basically 
hardworking and resourceful. In 
airports and the hotel sections of 
cities, goods of all sorts are 
hawked by people of all ages and 
both sexes. Young boys offered- 
even insisted-to shine shoes. 
One female member of the group 
was told in Lima that “ ladies are 
not seen in public with 
unpolished shoes.” In Arequipa, 
Peru, the boys had an hierarchy

about 40 percent mestizo 
(o ffsp rin g  o f Indian and 
European unions), and ten 
percent or less European and 
Negro. Until recently the vast 
majority of these people lived in 
small villages and towns 
scattered throughout jungle, 
sierra, desert and mountainous 
regions.

In the last decade great 
numbers of the young adults

A DESCENDANT of the Incas offers brass Hamas, local ceramics and native costumed 
dolls to tourists while carrying her baby nestled in a blanket as her ancestors did.

Throughout Peru and Ecuador unemployment is high. Since few social service 
program exist in Ecuador, and none in Peru, people engage in various enterprizes to 
support themselves, in addition to the sales of handcrafted items, shoe shines are a 
popular means of livelihood. (Photo by Nancy Steel).

of sorts with the customers 
‘assigned’ to which ever boy 
was deemed next in line with his 
shoeshine kit. The price varied, 
but usually was between 35 and 
50 cents.

Prices were subject to change 
if the owner of the shoes showed 
indecisiveness. After agreeing to 
a price of 500 soles (about 35 
cents), the boy finished the job 
only to announce to the bashful 
Adidas owner that it was 500 
soles per shoe. Usually the price 
is settled before work begins.

Street vendors could be found 
anywhere there were- streets. 
Fruit carts seemed an integral 
part of intersections and offered 
oranges, apples, bananas, 
papayas, mangos and tangerines 
which were at least five inches in 
diameter. Eight tangerines of this 
size sold for about one dollar.

In the mountainous regions 
above 10,000 feet where llamas 
and alpacas were raised, woolen 
products were offered. A fur hat 
of white baby alpaca could be 
bought for 6,000 to 10,000 soles 
(four dollars to $6.50). Several 
large native markets specialized 
■in particular goods. The market 
in Otravallo, Ecuador, held stall 
upon stall of wall hangings, 
blankets, and scarves of alpaca 
or llama and wool blends as well 
as cotton shirts, pants and 
dresses. The Pisac market, 
about 20 miles from Cuzco, 
Peru, was almost exclusively 
devoted to llama, alpaca, and 
ceramic goods.

An interesting aspect of the 
markets was that they were not 
tourist attractions as much as 
the shopping places of the people 
who lived in a given area. In 
addition to the products 
common to that area, the 
m ark ets  had fo o d s tu f fs ,  
seasonings, and even imported 
plastic household items for sale. 
The scene never varied in one 
respect. No matter where the 
market was--on a crowded 
alleyw ay o ff o f a main 
thouroughfare in Lima or in a 
small town square high in the 
Andees-the sounds of foods 
frying and the smells of fresh fruit 
drinks, skewered meats and 
exotic  spices created  an 
atmosphere at once foreign and 
yet strangely reminiscent of a 
country kitchen back home.

For some, the return to home 
was more of a shock than the 
transition to a new environment. 
As the Ecuatoriana 747 circled to 
land at Miami, ribbons of freeway 
heavy with the Fourth of July 
traffic appeared alien. Safe 
drinking water and public toilets 
with seats were welcome, but 
returning to the most violent 
nation on earth after being 
among people who are gentle, 
kind, and giving is overwhelming. 
More than one person expressed 
a pang of regret over leaving a 
place where rape and murder are 
practically unknown, except, 
that is, for cases of political/ 
governmental abuse.
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Big stars and wide 
variety describe the 
Westark Season of 
Entertainm ent III 
planned for the  
1 9 8 3 - 8 4  s c h o o l  
year. Coordinated  
by th e  S t u d e n t

Activities office, the 
stars include Della 
Reese and Helen 
Cornelius, and the 
variety ranges from 
Irving Berlin to 
puppets.

While the entire

schedule is not yet 
finalized, a sneak 
preview is available 
at this time. In 
addition to three 
productions of the 
college theatre arts 
departm ent ,  two

jazz concerts and 
choir concerts by 
the music depart­
ments the entertain­
ment includes the 
following national 
touring com pany  
shows:

On November 20- 
21, The Kevin Mit- 
chaei Puppets will 
be f e a t u r e d  in 
“Babes In Toyland” 
at the Municipal 
Auditorium.

On October 24, 
The National Opera 
Company will per­
form D o n iz e t t i ’s 
L ’ Elisir d ’A m o r e  
(Elixir of Love) in 
Breedlove Auditor­
ium.

On November 3, 
Della Reese will star 
in “ Blues in The 
Night” at the Muni­
cipal Auditorium.

February 13 will 
bring The Chinese 
Magic Circus to the 
Breedlove Auditor­
ium for a glimpse of 
Oriental culture.

M a r c h  5 w ill  
highlight the season 
with Helen Cornelius 
starring in Irving 
Berlin’s Broadway 
musical “Annie Get 
Your Gun” at the 
Municipal Auditor­
ium.

Watch for details 
in upcoming issues 
of the LP.


